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Are there too many pay-per-view cards in wrestling today? % The 
more you talk to wrestling fans across the country, the more you come 
to the realization that people’s opinions are split almost precisely 
down the middle on this question. %* “Quite frankly, I can’t 
afford to buy all the pay-per-view cards I want to,” one fan 
told me at a recent card. “A lot of times, I’ll decide at the 
last minute whether I want to buy a pay-per-view or 
not. That was the case with SuperBrawl—and I’m glad I 
finally did buy it.” %* “It’s getting ridiculous these days,” 
another fan said. “It seems like there’s another pay-per-view 
every couple of weeks. It’s inevitable: We’re definitely 
moving to a world where the Super Bowl and the World 
Series will be on pay-per-view, and wrestling is leading the 
way.” %€ On the other hand, some fans enjoy the 
proliferation of pay-per-view cards. %* “They’re 
great,” said one fan. “A group of my friends make a 
party of it. One time we’ll have it at my house. The next 
time it'll be at one of my friend’s. We split the cost equally 
and it winds up being like five bucks a man.” 9 “What’s great 
about pay-per-view is the fact that the wrestlers really tend to turn 
it up a notch when they compete on these cards,” another fan 
said. “They all know it’s a showcase event, so they all wrestle 
at the extreme edges of their abilities. It’s like playoff 
hockey: It’s a different sport, a better sport, because of 
all the pressures and stakes involved.” 9 Those are the 
views of four of your peers. What do you think? Let me 
know; I'll pass your opinions on to the WCW powers-that-be 
... and maybe print some of your thoughts in a future issue. 
See you next time. 
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VADER VS. BOSS 
HEATS UP FOR 
SPRING STAMPEDE 

Infuriated by his controversial loss 
to Ric Flair at SuperBrawl IV, Vader 
vowed to take out all of his frustrations 
and anger on The Boss when they meet 
in the co-main event of Spring 
Stampede on April 17 at The Rose- 
mont Horizon in Chicago. 

“Flair can come later,” Vader 
shouted. “Right now I’ve got my sights 


special guest referee for the Flair-Vader 
WCW World title match at Super- 
Brawl: 

¢Vader claimed The Boss had no 
right to interfere in the match and club 
him with a nightstick. 

“It was like a sanctioned two-on-one 
in there,” said manager Harley Race, 
who conveniently forgot that he and 
Vader double-teamed Flair several 
times during the bout. “How in the 
world are you supposed to get a fair 
match when the referee is not 
only biased, but he helps one 
man? It’s absurd!” 

Said Vader: “The Boss 
wasn’t man enough to go after 
me with his bare hands. He 
knew that would’ve meant his 
total destruction.” 

eVader claimed he never 
submitted to Flair’s figure- 
four leglock, which ended the 
match after 11 minutes, 34 
‘| seconds of violent, heart- 
stopping action. 

“Look at the tapes! Look at 
my arms! Look at The Boss!” 
Vader said. “You show me 
where he asked me if I wanted 
to submit, and then you show 
me when I submitted. He 
didn’t say a word, and I didn’t, 
either. He was just out to get 


Vader is outraged by what The Boss did to him at “5 


SuperBrawl IV, and has vowed to gain revenge in the 


most extreme fashion at Spring Stampede! 


set on The Boss, and he’d better not 
turn his back on me for one second. If 
he thought what I did to Flair was 
rough, he’s gonna get it /0 times as 
bad.” 

Vader has two major reasons for 
wanting to destroy The Boss, who was 
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me. 

The Boss said Vader did, in 
fact, submit by saying, “That’s 
it” when caught in the leglock. 

“T asked him and he said it,” Boss 
told WCW MAGAZINE. 

But Race said Vader would never 
submit to Flair’s figure-four, especially 
after only 10 seconds. 

“That stinking Boss was out to get 


my man,” Race complained. “Well, if 
he wants him, he’s got him, one-on- 
one, and this time there’s no getting 
away.” 

Vader said he has never been 
madder. Race said there’s no holding 
back. The Boss, though, isn’t afraid. 

“Tll take both of them on if I have 
to,” he said. “What you saw at Super- 
Brawl was me laying down the law. I 
just made the punishment fit the 
crime.” 

Vader and Race aren’t listening. 
They also have an argument with 
WCW officials, who they accused of 
“back-alley dealing” for giving Ricky 
Steamboat the match against Flair at 
Spring Stampede. 

“How did that happen?” Race said. 
“Why wasn’t J conferred with? Who 
decided that Steamboat would get the 
winner of SuperBrawl IV? There’s only 
one man who deserves that match: 
Vader.” 


THE NASTY BOYS 
VS. CACTUS AND 
MAXX: ONLY THE 
BEGINNING 

Remember The Midnight Express 
vs. The Rock ’n’ Roll Express? Well, 
the 1994 version of WCW’s Most 
Famous Tag Team Feuds involves 
World tag team champions The Nasty 
Boys against Cactus Jack and Maxx 
Payne. It has been a dandy already! 

In the non-title at match Clash of 
the Champions XXVI on January 27 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Cactus and 
Payne won when Cactus pinned Brian 
Knobs. It was a brutal affair that saw 
Payne mount an incredible comeback 
after Jerry Sags hit him over the head 
with a chair. 


Cactus Jack and Maxx Payne say they’re willing to do anything— 
anything!—to win their feud against The Nasty Boys. 


The Nastys again retained the title at 
SuperBrawl IV as Cactus sustained a 
concussion and needed stitches to close 
a bad cut on the side of his mouth. 

This feud has only just begun. But 
before it’s over, expect plenty of 
hurting and more than a few bad words 
between the teams. They hate each 
other already with a passion seldom 
seen, even in this sport of heightened 
emotions. 

“Sags and Knobs are nothing but a 
pair of lowlife, uneducated hoods who 
don’t know the first thing about 
wrestling, and they have a long way to 
go before they hear the last word from 
us” Payne said. “If they are foolish 
enough to get in touch with their darker 
sides and examine that aspect of their 
being, then we are brave enough to 
show them the reality of that dark side. 
But I promise you, there’s going to be 
a tremendous amount of pain involved, 
on the parts of both teams, in fact, but 
Cactus and I are more than willing to 


accept that fact. Are 
Sags and Knobs? I 
don’t think so.” 

Said Sags: “Payne’s 
dreaming. If he wants 
what we’ ve got, he can 
come and get it. But 
we'll be the team 
setting the pace here. 
He wants pain, we’ll 
be more than nasty 
= enough to give it to 
i Him.” 

It’s hard to say why 
there are such heated 
i feeling between the 
two teams. Maybe it’s 
because they’re so 
similar. All four men 
love to brawl, and all 
for have a marked 
propensity for sheer 
violence and mayhem. 
Jack once commented 
that “the winner of this 
feud is the baddest 
team not only in 


wrestling history.” 

Although there are 
other contenders to 
worry about—the belts 
are under attack from all angles—the 
Nastys seem preoccupied with these 
rivals. And they should be. Cactus 
Jack and Maxx Payne have never 
understood the meaning of the word 
“stop.” 


“We'll do anything it takes to beat [7 


the Nastys,” Jack said. “Anything.” 


AROUND 
THE RING 


He’s on at night, he’s on in the 


WCW, but in all of 


on the Vicki! program, Ventura 
recounted the first time he met Rick 
Rude in Minnesota and talked about 
why he likes the “Ravishing One.” 
“He’s just like me,” Jesse said ... 
Speaking of Rude, his stranglehold on 
the International World heavyweight 
title has some wrestlers concerned. 
Rude won the belt from Rie Flair at 
Fall Brawl on September 19, 1993, in 
Houston. “It’s worrisome,” one 
wrestler said. “Rude’s gaining mo- 
mentum and walking around with that 
belt like it’s his birthright. Unless 
somebody stops him soon, I’m afraid 
Rude might be champion for a longer 
time than anyone can imagine.” Top 
candidate to stop Rude: Sting, who 
battles for the belt at Spring Stampede 
... On the WCW pay-per-view agenda: 
Slamboree ’94 in May. The second 
edition of this enormously successful 
event will be held in Philadelphia, and 
will feature a card of old-timers and 
new-timers, Hall of Famers and future 
Hall of Famers, all wrapped into a 
weekend of sensational wrestling, 
special events, and, of course, the Hall 
of Fame inductions. Be sure to pick up 
next month’s edition of WCW 
MAGAZINE for more details of this sure- 
to-be historic special event. ¢ 


morning, and he even wrestles! Sting ff ie 


found time on his busy schedule in } 


February to appear on The Arsenio 
Hall Show and Vicki! with com- 
edienne Vicki Lawrence. Also 
appearing on Vicki! were Jesse “The 
Body” Ventura, Johnny B. Badd, 
and Rick Rude. “I had a great time,” 
Sting said. “On Arsenio, I dem- 
onstrated my scorpion deathlock on a 
lucky audience member! And Vicki 
thought I was cute! Owwwwww!” In 
one of the most interesting moments 


The fact that “Ravishing” Rick Rude continues to 
hold the International World heavyweight title 
has many in WCW worried. 
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April 5: Dallas Page 
April | 1: Dustin Rhodes 
April 29: Paul Roma 


TUESDAY WEDNESD 


SUNDAY MONDAY 


CRAZY CAPTIONS #25 


The silver anniversary edition of our “Crazy Captions” 
contest is here! Number 25 is yet another chance for you to 
win a free WCW T-shirt. All you have to do is come up with 
a witty caption for the photo you see here. What is Gene 
Okerlund thinking while Commissioner Nick Bockwinkel 
speaks? You tell us! 

The three best comments—along with the names of the 
writers—will appear in the August 1994 edition of WCW 
MAGAZINE, on sale June 7. Each of the three writers will 
receive a free WCW T-shirt, so don’t forget to include your 
T-shirt size with your entry. 

Address your responses to: “Crazy Captions #25” c/o 
WCW MaGazine, Box 956, Fort Washington, Pennsylvania 
19034. 

And now, here are the responses for contest #23, in which 
you were asked to provide a comment for Ric Flair in the 
photo you see here: 

“If you think Col. Sanders’ legs are great, check out 
mine!”—Tammy Pender, Goldsboro, North Carolina 

“If you get any closer, Parker, I will pluck your 
feathers!”—David Coulter, Kewaskum, Wisconsin 

“Keep that cigar away from me! Don’t you know 
secondhand smoke can kill me 
and my career?!”—Leslie 
Barb, Lost City, West Virginia 

Next issue: Crazy Cap- 
tions contest #26—and 
results from contest #24! 


Mi 


E YOU HEARD? 


10 hot topics that are keeping WCW fans talking this month: 


1 SPRING STAMPEDE No bull: This should be one 


awesome pay-per-view! 
2 THE STING-RUDE WARS Brutal the first time 


around, sure to be more so this time around. 

3 THE FABULOUS EXPRESS Can Steve Keirn and 
Bobby Eaton recapture the magic that made The 
Fabulous Ones and The Midnight Express great? 

4 SENSATIONAL SHERRI She’s currently advising 
Kevin Sullivan and Divad, but just wait: She’ll cause all 
kinds of havoc before she’s through! 

5 ARN ANDERSON He’s back—and just as intense! 


6 TITLE UNIFICATION Come on, Rude and Flair: 
Let’s get it on! 

7 THE GREAT MUTA How about pitting the Japanese 
sensation against Vader in a moonsault vs. moonsault 
match?! 

8 BUNKHOUSE BUCK So who cares if he sounds like 
a kid’s show host from the ’S0s, this guy can wrestle! 

9 TERRA RYZING Ryzing is rising—up the ladder of 
contention, that is. 

10 THE WCW HOTLINE All-new lineup, all-new 
information—this is the hotline to call! 
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WHO AM I? 


How many clues do you need to? 
correctly guess the mystery wrestler’s ° 
identity? Test your friends! Answer on : 


page 12. 
1: I was born and raised in Boston. 


2: My childhood heroes were Ted : 


Williams and The Sheik. 


3: I made my pro debut in 1970 in : 


Montreal. 


4: I graduated from Boston University 
in 1971 with a degree in business : 


management. 


5: I never held the World television : 


title, but two men I once managed did. 
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SUPERSTAR STATPAK 


Height: 6'5" 
Weight: 450 

Years Pro: 8 
Birthdate: April 14 
Birthplace: Denver, Colorado 

Favorite Wrestlers: Rick Rude, Paul Orndorff 
Most Hated Wrestlers: Ric Flair, Sting, The Boss 

Favorite Maneuvers: power bomb, moonsault 

Toughest Opponent: Ric Flair 

Favorite TV Show: America’s Most Wanted 

Favorite Movie: Excalibur 

Favorite Actors: Charles Bronson, Clint Eastwood 

Favorite Actresses: Elizabeth Taylor, Darryl Hannah 

Favorite Foods: steak, potatoes 

Favorite Drinks: water, beer 

Favorite Color: red—blood red 

Favorite Number: | 

Favorite Athletes: Howie Long, Dick Butkus 

Favorite Sports Teams: Denver Broncos, Los Angeles Raiders 

Favorite Musicians: Edgar Winter Group 

Last CD Bought: Edgar Winter Group: They Only Come Out At Night 

Last Book Read: How To Channel Your Anger Into Success by Hal Kliner 
Last Movie Seen: Tombstone 

Hobbies: beating up wrestlers 

Place I Would Most Like To Visit: Hell 

Person I Would Most Like To Meet: Jesse James 

“When you cast your gaze upon Vader, you’re looking at the most awesome 
presence, the most immovable object, the most irresistible force in the sport 
today. There isn’t another man alive, from Ric Flair to 
Sting to The Boss, who can beat me at my own game— 
the pain game. I have crippled and sidelined more 
wrestlers than anyone else in the sport, and I do it with 
pleasure, because belt or no belt, I am the man 
to beat in WCW. Do you know of any 
other 450-pound athlete who can 
moonsault? Do you know of any other 
wrestler who can inflict the damage 

that I can? Have you ever seen anyone 

beat Flair to a pulp like I have? The 

answer to all those questions is: NO! : 
And I have one more question: Who 

will rule wrestling throughout the 

1990s and beyond? The answer to that F 
question is: VADER!” 


VADER 


By Jesse “The Body” Ventura 

You know, all I have to do is take a one-month 
vacation from my column, and when I return I 
barely recognize WCW anymore. 

Bobby Heenan? 

The Boss? 

Nick Bockwinkel? 

Sherri Martel? 

What is happening here? It’s very simple. The 
fact of the matter is that everyone—and I mean 
everyone—is finally coming around to the 
realization of what I said a couple of years ago when I made my WCW debut at 
Clash of the Champions: that WCW is the future of professional wrestling. 

Look, readers, you know I never pull any punches, that I always tell it like it 
is. And while I can’t tell you everything that I know, I can tell you that I know 
a lot more than I’m telling. Which is to say that I have sources throughout the 
WCW organization—and elsewhere—that keep me plugged in to the very latest 
information there is. 

And if I were able to tell you everything I know, you wouldn’t believe it. 
But I can tell you this: 

There’s a lot more in the way of new talent heading WCW’s way, and I’m 
not talking about Bunkhouse Buck or Terra Ryzing. I’m talking talent that will 
have your head spinning faster than Nancy Kerrigan doing a triple axle. 

The fact that Ted Turner and Jane Fonda were on hand at a WCW Saturday 
Night taping not too long ago is a sign. What does it mean? It means that Ted 
and Jane’s excellent adventure includes World Championship Wrestling, that 
Ted has renewed and 
redoubled his commitment 
to the mat sport, that fans 
are in for one amazing ride 
of their lives in the months 
to come. 

Clip this column and 
save it. Six months from 
now, reread it. You'll 
realize then that what I’m 
telling you now is just the 
tip of the iceberg. 

Stick around, 
because 1994 is going to be 
the year of change in the 
mat sport, and WCW is 
going to be leading the 
way. 

Nick Bockwinkel and 
Bobby Heenan have made 
waves in WCW by their 
arrival—but there’s much 
more to come! 


fans, 


“T’d like to ask Sting: What kind of 

activities do you like to do when 
you’re away from the ring?” 

—Chris Papagikos 

Lynn, Massachusetts 


“Well, Chris, when I’m not 
actually wrestling, I usually can be 
found in the gym,” Sting re- 
sponded, “and when I’m not 
working out, there’s a list of 
charity appearances a mile long 
and a yard wide that want me to 
participate, so I try and accom- 
modate them as much as possible. 
But on those rare days when I get 
some time to myself, I like to read, 
ride my Harley, or maybe catch 
up on some of the latest movies by 
taking out a few videos.” 


If you have a question for a WCW 
star—any WCW star—send it to: 
“Since You Asked” c/o WCW 
MAGAZINE, Box 956, Fort Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania 19034. 
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FAN FUN CORNER 


Each issue, “Front Row Ringside” features a selection of fan artwork involving 
WCW and its superstars. Do you have any artwork such as drawings or paintings 
you’ve made? How about computer art, or a photograph of some other WCW- 
oriented crafts project you’ve done? If so, we'd like to feature your work in “Front 
Row Ringside.” 

Send your material to the following address: “Fan Fun Corner” c/o WCW 
MAGAZINE, Box 956, Fort Washington, Pennsylvania 19034. All material becomes 
the property of WCW MaaazineE and, due to the large volume of submissions 
received, cannot be returned unless accompanied by a self-addressed stamped 
envelope bearing the proper amount of postage. 

A note about your drawings: Pencil sketches don’t always reproduce well in the 
magazine; ink drawings are better, and drawings done with colored inks or 
markers reproduce best of all. 


She 


This issue’s “Top 10 Ratings” list 
comes from Frank James Jr. of 
Greenville, South Carolina, who clearly 
is a fan of 2 Cold Scorpio and Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell. So much of a fan, 
in fact, that he put some serious thought 
into his list of... 


Jack Fiddler, I1 
Glenham, South Dakota 


Ky 


DRA©O)) 


THE TOP 10 NAMES MARCUS 
ALEXANDER BAGWELL AND 2 
COLD SCORPIO SHOULD CALL 
THEIR TAG TEAM 

1—The High Flyers 

2—The Dancing Duo 

3—Salt And Pepper 

4—Champs For A Day 

S—Mix ’n’ Match 

6—Twins Of Different Parents 

7—Melting Pot 

8—Mexican Jumping Beans 

9—Need A New Manager 
10—Soon To Be Champs Again 

If you have an offbeat ratings 

category, we want to see it! Maybe 
we'll print it in a future issue. Send your 
ratings to: “WCW Top 10” c/o WCW 
MAGAZINE, Box 956, Fort Washington, 
Pennsylvania 19034, 


vary 
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ANSWER TO “WHO AM I?” ON 
PAGE 10: KEVIN SULLIVAN 
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Joao Paulo 
Braga, Portugal 


Charles Minor 
North Canton, Ohio 


Jacob Hyatt, 9 
Little Rock, Arkansas 


Damian Manor, 10 
Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania 
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Big news for Game Boy owners: Now you 
can energize your hand-held game system 
with all the action and excitement of WCW 
wrestling! 

Fujisankei Communications International 
has released The Main Event for Game Boy. 
Sure to be among the hottest videogame 
cartridges of the year, The Main Event 
features a host of top WCW stars, including 
Rick Rude, Sting, Vader, Dustin Rhodes, 
Steve Austin, Johnny B. Badd, Ron Simmons, 
and more! 

You can pit any wrestler against any other 
wrestler in gritty singles competition, or 
choose one wrestler to face all the others in a 
grueling elimination match! Each wrestler has 
a specialty move built in to the game (Sting’s 
“Stinger splash,” for example, or Vader’s 
power bomb), and the game affords you the 
opportunity to go to the air from the 
turnbuckles, or take the battle outside the 
ring! You can even adjust the time limits and 
level of difficulty of the matches! 

“This game is just too cool!” Sting said. 
“About the only thing as great as seeing 
WCW action live and in person is having all 
the action of WCW in the palm of your hand! 
Fantastic! Ovwwwww!” 
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A brand-new Game 
Boy cartridge fea- 
tures all the top 
stars of WCW in 
thrilling hand-held 


action! 


vaDER me 


GORDON SOLIE REMEMBERS 


It was a wise man who first said: 
The more things change, the more 
they stay the same. Nowhere is that 
adage truer than in the ever-changing 
world of professional wrestling. 

Just look at the photo that accom- 
panies this column. There’s “Mean” 
Gene Okerlund interviewing Nick 
Bockwinkel while Bobby Heenan 
looks on. All three mat veterans are 
now a part of WCW, of course, but 
this photo was taken in 1979! 

At the time, Bockwinkel wasn’t 
WCW commissioner, he was AWA 
World heavyweight champion. 
Heenan, you may recall, was his 
manager (nice bell-bottoms, Bobby!), 
while Okerlund cut his broadcasting 
teeth in the AWA back in the ’70s. 

Many fans have forgotten the 
above facts, which have taken on new 
importance in light of Heenan and 
Bockwinkel being together again. 
Their relationship back in the ’70s and 
early-’80s was as close as that of any 
manager and wrestler in the sport’s 
history (though they did, for a brief 
time, have a falling-out). 

What is the extent of their rela- 
tionship today? Does Heenan want to 
get back into managing? If so, how 
might his relationship with Bock- 
winkel affect his charges? Does 
Heenan want to try and affect WCW 
policies? If so, does he have Bock- 
winkel’s ear, and how much credence 


does the commissioner place in what 
“The Brain” has to say? 

These are all valid questions that 
we should all keep in mind in the 
months to come. As WCW heads 
into the future, let’s be careful to 
remember the past. In this case, that 


Heenan, Okerlund, and Bockwinkel, circa 1979 


means keeping a close and prudent 
eye on the commissioner and “The 
Brain.” 

WCW broadcaster Gordon Solie, 
the dean of professional wrestling, 
has been an expert analyst of the 
sport since 1959. 
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When Ric Flair defeated Vader at 
Starrcade °93 to capture his 11th 
world title, the wrestling world 
cheered. Never before had an 
athlete, showing incred- 
ible courage in the face of 
adversity, accomplished so 
much. But Flair is a rare 
athlete, a once-in-a-lifetime 
wrestler. We are privileged 
to witness his excellence— 
and now we can celebrate that 
excellence in three unique and 
collectible ways! 

(1) WCW is issuing the 
special commemorative photo 
that you see here in a limited 
edition of 1,100. Each photo- 
graph is signed and numbered by 
the “Nature Boy” himself, and 
comes matted and accompanied by 
a certificate of authenticity. The 
negative to the photo has been 
destroyed, so no more can be 
produced once the edition of 1,100 is 
sold out. The price for this unique 
collectible is just $20.00. 

(2) WCW is also issuing a special 
commemorative Starrcade °93 ticket 


dence 
oq, 1993 
December 2m 19 
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THAT'S ONE MEAN CAT! 


“Diamond” Dallas Page is so proud of his tattoo, he recently made sure 
to strike a special pose for WCW MaGazZINe’s photographer to show it 


off. “Believe me, baby, I had to endure a lot of pain to get this beauty on 
my arm,” Page told us, “but it’s nothing next to the pain that this cat’s 
gonna be dishing out to my opponents. Yow! I’m large, and I’m in charge, 
and everybody in WCW better watch out, *cause ‘Diamond’ Dallas is 
shining brighter than ever. See ya—but I wouldn’t want to be ya!” 


in honor of Flair’s 11th world champ- 
ionship. Each ticket is numbered in a 
limited edition of 1,100, and the 
printing plates for the ticket have 
been destroyed, assuring that no more 
than 1,100 will be produced. These 
tickets come matted and ready for 
framing, and are available at a cost of 
$11.00. 

(3) Finally, a commemorative col- 
lector’s cloissone lapel pin featuring a 
magnificent color photo of Flair 
winning the belt at Starrcade is now 
available. These will be produced for 
a limited time only, and are available 
at the low price of just $4.00. 

Phone lines are open now for 
credit card orders; call 1-800- 
4WCW-NOW (1-800-492-9669), 
or send a check or money order 
to: WCW/HA-LO AD SPEC- 
IALTIES, P.O. Box 48865, 
Niles, Illinois 60714-0865. Add 
$5.75 shipping and handling 
charge for all orders up to $50, 
and $7.75 for all orders above 
$50. 


A very limited edition of this 
photo, signed and numbered 
by Ric Flair and accom- 
panied by a certificate of 
authenticity, is now avail- 
able to fans of the “Nature 
Boy” worldwide! 
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WCW MAGAZINE COLLECTOR’S SERIES SPECIALS 


YOU'VE GOTTA 
SEE THEM! 
YOU’VE GOTTA 
HAVE THEM! 


WCW Magazine Collectors Series Specials are true collector’s 
items! Each issue is unique—and packed with the kind of quality 
action photography and lively reporting you’ve come to expect from 
WCW MaGaAZINE each month! 


COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION TODAY! 


COLLECTOR'S SERIES SPECIAL #17: Sting’s 
Guide To WCW! The “Stinger” offers his personal, 
candid opinions on WCW'’s greatest stars! Packed 
with full-color full-page pinups! A full 68 pages of 
action and analysis! 


COLLECTOR'S 


COLLECTOR'S SERIES SPEC- COLLECTOR'S SERIES COLLECTOR'S SERIES COLLECTOR'S SERIES SERIES 


IAL #6: Our second spectacular 
poster magazine featuring giant 
32" x 22” portraits of: Sting, Ric 
Flair & Fifi, Sid Vicious, Big 
Van Vader, Davey Boy Smith, 
Jim Neidhart, 2 Cold Scorpio & 
Marcus Bagwell, and Barry 
Windham. 


SPECIAL #5: Take the ultimate 
wrestling challenge: 72 pages of 
crosswords, word searches, trivia 
quizzes, mazes, and more. 
CENTERFOLD BONUS: “To 
Be The Man!” board game! Fun 
for all ages! 


SPECIAL #4: Our biggest 
special edition yet: 72 incredible 
action-packed pages of pulse- 
pounding POWERPIX—the 
greatest photos by the greatest 
photographers covering the mat 
sport today! 


SPECIAL #3: A magnificent 
1993 yearbook edition featuring 
full-color portraits of all the 
greatest stars of World Champ- 
ionship Wrestling, plus a special 
insert of 18 collector's trading 
cards! 


SPECIAL #1: A super poster 
magazine featuring giant 32” x 
22” portraits of: Sting, the 
Steiners, Cactus Jack, Johnny B. 
Badd, Madusa, Rick Rude, Ricky 
Steamboat, and Dustin Rhodes 


Send me ___ copies of WCW COLLECTOR'S SERIES SPECIAL #7: STINGS GUIDE. 1 am enclosing $5 for each copy ordered. 

Send me ___ copies of WCW COLLECTOR'S SERIES SPECIAL #6: POSTER MAGAZINE. Lam enclosing $5 for each copy ordered. 

Send me ___ copies of WCW COLLECTOR'S SERIES SPECIAL #5: PUZZLES & GAMES. Lam enclosing $5 for each copy ordered. 
Send me ___ copies of WCW COLLECTOR'S SERIES SPECIAL #4: POWERPIX. Lam enclosing $5 for each copy ordered. 

Send me ___ copies of WCW COLLECTOR'S SERIES SPECIAL #3: 1993 YEARBOOK. Lam enclosing $5 for each copy ordered. 
Send me ___ copies of WCW COLLECTOR'S SERIES SPECIAL #1: POSTER MAGAZINE. 1 am enclosing $5 for each copy ordered. 


ALTERNATE CHOICE 


METHOD OF PAYMENT: 


Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
VISA # 


Send To: 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO., 


NAME 


MasterCard # 


Expiration Date: ___/___ 
MO/YR 


P.O. Box 956, Ft. Washington, Pennsylvania, 19034 


ADDRESS 


CITY. 


STATE 


Price applies to U.S, only. Canada and all other countries $7 


per copy. (Payment by international money order in U.S. funds only.) Please allow up to six weeks for delivery. 


1866/11-93 


WCW C A L E iN D rN R This is a complete listing of WCW arena cards confirmed at press 


time. Cities, dates, and arenas are subject to change. Be sure to 


oO 3 EV i he | TS watch WCW Saturday Night and WCW Main Event on TBS, plus 


syndicated WCW broadcasts on your local stations, for information 
on when WCW will be visiting your area! 


5—COLUMBUS, GA 10—SPRINGFIELD, MO 19—NASHVILLE, TN 25—MACON, GA 
Auditorium Shrine Mosque Municipal Auditorium Coliseum 
TV Taping 11—WEST PLAINS, MO 20—ATLANTA, GA TV Taping 
7—OMAHA, NB Civic Center Center Stage Theater 28—COLUMBIA, SC 
UNO Arena 14—FORT WAYNE, IN TV Taping The Township 


8—MANHATTAN, KS Allen County War 21—ATLANTA, GA 29—CHARLOTTE, NC 
Bramlage Coliseum Memorial Coliseum Center Stage Theater Independence Arena 
9—FT. LEONARD 17—CHICAGO, IL TV Taping 
WOOD, MO Rosemont Horizon 
Military Base Spring Stampede 


Gixi\2 


WCW ON TBS: 
WCW POWER HOUR 
Saturday mornings, 9:05 a.m. (Eastern time) 
WCW SATURDAY NIGHT 
Saturday evenings, 6:05 p.m. (Eastern time) 
WCW MAIN EVENT 
Sunday evenings, 6;05 p.m. (Eastern time) 
WCW ON YOUR LOCAL STATIONS: 
(Check your area listings for times and availability; all 
times local on this issue's highlight stations noted below.) 
WCW WORLDWIDE 
KDFY San Francisco, California (Saturdays, 10 a.m.) 
KRIV Houston, Texas (Saturdays, 10 a.m.) 
WDIV Detroit, Michigan (Saturdays, 9 a.m.) 
WPHL Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
(Saturdays, 11 a.m.) 
WSBK Boston, Massachusetts (Saturdays, 1:30 a.m.) 
WCW PRO WRESTLING 
KICU San Francisco, California (Saturdays, 10 p.m.) 
KTZZ Seattle/Tacoma, Washington (Tuesdays, 4 p.m.) 
KUSK Phoenix, Arizona (Saturdays, 10 a.m.) 
WGBO Chicago, Illinois (Sundays, 11 a.m.) 
WSVYN Miami/Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 
(Sundays, 6 a.m.) 
WCW MAIN EVENT 
KFBT Las Vegas, Nevada (Saturdays, | p.m.) 
WCLS Columbus, Ohio (Saturdays, 10 a.m.) 
WIZY Charlotte, North Carolina (Saturdays, 3 a.m.) 
WNEU Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (Sundays, 10 p.m.) 
WNUV Baltimore, Maryland (Sundays, 1:30 a.m.) 


Keep up-to-date with all the 


sce MON 


ALSO: 
WCW IN NEW YORK 
WCW Worldwide on WCBS Channel 2 | 
Saturday nights/Sunday mornings, 12:30 a.m. 
Eastern time 
WCW IN LOS ANGELES 

WCW Worldwide on KTLA Channel 5 
Saturday mornings, 11 a.m, Pacific time 

WCW ON SPORTSOUTH CABLE 

WCW Main Event Wednesday nights 

11] p.m. Eastern time 
WCW IN CANADA 
Canadian Power Hour on TSN 
Saturdays at 7 a.m., Wednesdays at 5 p.m.; 
times subject to frequent change due to live 
programming. 
Check local listings (all times Eastern). 
WCW Worldwide on CFTO 
Saturdays at midnight (Eastern time) 
Canadian Power Hour on RDS 
Saturdays at 10:30 p.m., Mondays at 6:30 a.m., 
Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.; times subject to frequent 
change due to live programming. Check local listings 


NEW ADDRESS: 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITy STATE 
NEW ADDRESS EFFECTIVE AS OF: 


Are you moving? If so, please give us eight 
service your subscription promptly. 


weeks advance notice so we can continue to 


(all times Eastern). z Ai 
WCW IN THE U.K. = oy | 
WCW Worldwide on the ITV network: se § 
Anglia, Border, Central, Grampian, Granada, LWT, 2 Bs s E 
TSW, Tyne Tees, & Ulster oe 1B i 
Check local listings for exact times. 5ze 5 
WCW IN JAPAN Fee € 
WCW Pro Wrestling on THE POWER CHANNEL € S 3 Z 
Saturday nights at 10 p.m. (Tokyo time) S 9 < Sl B 
Sunday nights at 11 p.m. (Tokyo time) $s . - < 
DEE : 
a 4 
ESSE 9 38 E 
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By Bobby Heenan 


have a message for all you 

I perverts who turned to this 
page looking for Missy Hyatt’s 
column: The girl who’s all chest and no 
brains is gone. She’s off to some old- 
age home for bimbos, probably 
hanging out with Madonna or Beth 
Flair. And now you have me. That’s 
what I call a good tradeoff. So if you 
humanoids can drag your minds out of 
the gutter and catch your breath for a 
few minutes—or a few hours, however 
long it takes you to read this—then just 
sit back and you might learn something 
... Before I begin, I’m going to set the 
ground rules for the Scan. No letters. 
That’s right, no letters. You can send 
me all the mail you want, but it’s not 
seeing the light of day in this column. 
This is the Rush Limbaugh of 
wrestling columns. No guests. That 
means no quotes, either. If you’re 
looking to find out what someone else 
thinks, look somewhere else. If you’re 
looking to hear all the latest wisdom 
from “The Brain,” then read this and 
call my hotline afterward for an update. 
The news is changing constantly, and 
I’m always one step ahead ... You got 
that? No bimbo. No mail. I’m just 
going to say what I think without any 
interference ... If Michael Jordan had 
any guts, he would’ve tried wrestling 
instead of baseball. He thinks he’s 
bored now? Wait until he has to sit on 
the bench for three hours while some 
phenom from Peoria steals his thunder 
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in the minor leagues. If I’m Nike, ’ma 
little worried about my stock dropping 
into the ocean. Ladies and gentlemen, 
we are about to see another American 
hero revealed for what he really is: an 
overrated farce Speaking of 


overrated farces, word on the grapevine 


Is Dustin Rhodes The Assassin’s illegitimate offspring? I’m not saying yes, but I'm not saying no. 


is that Dustin Rhodes is actually the 
illegitimate son of The Assassin. My 
sources are checking in on this one ... 
Atlanta’s a great spot for the 1996 
Summer Olympics. Sure. If the 
security is as good as it was for the 
Super Bowl, I’m looking forward to 


the Burning of Atlanta II ... Hey, Ted, 
who’s the opponent in the Goodwill 
Games this time? If you hadn’t 
noticed, the lady standing behind the 
Iron Curtain is not only ugly, she has 
no spine ... Ron Simmons may be the 
most misunderstood man in wrestling. 
He never asked the fans to approve of 
what he does. All he ever wanted was a 
chance to win the WCW World title, 
which he did. Now he’s the most 
poorly treated ex-champion I’ve ever 
seen. This looks like a job for the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson. Think Tommy Rich 
would ever be treated this way? ... 
Cactus Jack and Maxx Payne need 
showers more than they need the tag 
team belts. And if they ever do get their 
grungy hands on the belts, I hope the 
WCW medical team does weekly tests 
for communicative diseases. Somebody 
told me that Cactus Jack got Interplaq 
for Christmas and he used it to clean 
the dirt out from between his toes ... 
See if you mutants can follow my 
reasoning: If Chelsea Clinton is 
Hillary Clinton’s daughter, and 
Chelsea has a lot of the same facial 
features as Hillary, then what does the 
first lady look like under all the 
makeup? If I was President Bill, I’d be 


What are Cactus Jack and Maxx Payne looking for? The showers, if there’s any decency in this world. 


sneaking out of the White House, too 
... The San Francisco Giants will play 
the Chicago White Sox in the World 
Series and you can take it to the bank. 
Ted, sell the Braves before Terry 
Pendleton stubs a toe ... Everybody’s 
getting on Lord Steven Regal’s case. 
Why? If you ask me, he’s the only 
champion in WCW who cares about his 


Hey, 2 Cold and Marcus: Get your smiling mugs out of the magazine and haul ‘em back 


belt. Everyone else throws it around 
carelessly. Regal’s right. All of the 
advantages in wrestling belong to the 
challenger. A champion can go 100-1, 
but the one time he loses, he doesn’t 
have the belt anymore. Regal is 
protecting a valuable piece of property. 
If somebody thinks they can beat him, 
then let them beat him fast if they want 
the belt ... If I’m Tonya Harding, I 
take the $250,000 from Playboy and do 
whatever the photographer wants. 
Good ol’ America’s Sweetheart Nancy 
Kerrigan is still waiting for the offers 
to do voiceovers ... Message to 2 Cold 
Scorpio and Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell: Wipe off the smiles and start 
acting like champions if you want to be 
one. Ever heard of the sophomore jinx, 
boys? ... That’s it for Month One. It 
looks to me like Hyatt had the easiest 
job in the world and she still didn’t do 
it well. By the way, Missy, you can 
start making those plans for spring 
vacation. Red Brind’Amour is getting 
off early ... Be here. Next month. 
Maybe you’ll learn something. In all 
likelihood, though, you probably won’t. 


Columnist’s note: If you would like 
to write to “The Brain,” send your 
letters and questions to: “Brain Scan” 
clo WCW MAGAZINE, Box 956, Fort 
Washington, Pennsylvania, 19034. All 
letters will be filed circularly. Sd 


STRY DOF 
\ “sprays 


into the training room if you want to be champs again! 
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mentator in the world who knows 

how to get under everyone’s skin, 
it’s Bobby “The Brain” Heenan. So 
why is Heenan one of the most sought- 
after and highly paid TV figures in the 
world? Maybe it’s because Heenan is 
too controversial and outrageous to 
ignore. Maybe it’s because he provides 
an alternative view of wrestling. And 
maybe it’s because he’s extremely 
funny. Heenan, who first began in the 
sport as a wrestler (meeting with 
minimal success) and later became a 
manager (meeting with huge success), 
can now be heard regularly on WCW 
broadcasts and on the WCW Hotline. 
And you can be sure Heenan has 
something to say about everything, 
especially one of his beloved 
rulebreakers or hated fan favorites. If 
it’s popular, Heenan hates it. If it’s 
unpopular, Heenan is its biggest fan. 
Heenan regularly comes to the defense 
of WCW'’s biggest criminals. His is the 
voice of the underworld. He is the man 
who has to be different, the one who 
always disagrees. Think the sky is 
blue? Heenan has something to say 
about that, too. Sometimes Heenan’s 
views are worth listening to, and 
sometimes they should be ignored. 
There was a little of both when WCW 
MAGAZINE'S Dave Rosenbaum posed 
these “10 Questions” to “The Brain.” 


I: there’s one TV wrestling com- 


1 
WCW MAGAZINE: Who first called 
you “The Brain”? 
HEENAN: I did. Like I always say, if 
the hat fits, wear it. What else would 
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you call me? “Mean”? “The Body”? 
Heck, I’ve always said that a person’s 
nickname should reflect their most 
prominent characteristic. 


2 

WCW MAGAZINE: Speaking from 
one journalist to another, beginning this 
month you’re replacing Missy Hyatt’s 
column with one of your own. What 
will you bring to this magazine that 
Missy couldn’t? 

HEENAN: Complete sentences. 


3 

WCW MAGAZINE: You seemed 
shocked when you first saw “Mean” 
Gene Okerlund in WCW. Didn’t you 
know he was here? 

HEENAN: I had no idea, and he had 
no idea that | was coming here. But if 
you ask me, Okerlund got wind of my 
arrival beforehand through whatever 
sleazy grapevine he’s plugged into and 
in effect followed me here, because I’m 
his meal ticket. Let me just give you 
one word of advice: Don’t loan him 
any money. He still owes me about two 
thou from a trip to Atlantic City. 
Because when you ask him to pay back 
a loan, he says, “Whaddya mean?” 


4 

WCW MAGAZINE: You once man- 
aged Nick Bockwinkel in the AWA. 
Now he’s WCW Commissioner and 
you're a TV commentator. What does 
that say to you? 

HEENAWN: It says to me that I have a 
job and he’s on temporary employment. 
Bockwinkel’s the reason they have 
welfare in this country. Why do you 


think he hired me as his manager? 
Because he can’t think for himself. Let 
me tell you: This country is in bad 
shape when people like Bockwinkel are 
making decisions. I remember once I 
was making plane reservations for him. 
I asked him if he wanted to fly Delta or 
Eastern. He said Eastern. I asked him 
why and he said, “They’re a better 
company. They'll be around longer.” 
That’s all you need to know about 
Bockwinkel. \ 


5 

WCW MAGAZINE: We asked Gene 
Okerlund this question and now we'll 
ask you: Who is the next WCW World 
champion? 

HEENAN: That’s easy. No doubt in 
my mind. It’s Vader. That title is only 
on loan to Flair. I’m not saying he 
wasn’t a great wrestler, but now he’s 
washed-up. Vader had a few bad days, 
but now he’s angry and hungry to get 
the belt back. Let me tell you some- 
thing, Vader’s not the kind of man you 
want to get angry. Taking the belt from 
him is like telling The Assassin he 
can’t go to the company barbeque. 


6 

WCW MAGAZINE: How do you like 
Atlanta so far? 

HEENAN: How do I like Atlanta? 
What kind of question is that? Who do 
I look like, Arthur Frommer? Atlanta’s 
like any other city. You’ve got your 
bimbos and idiots, but you’ ve just got a 
few more of each. Never in my life 
have I seen women with such big hair. I 
saw a Southern belle the other day with 
a whole bird’s nest in her hair. And the 


men talk funny. I don’t like that. They 
all sound like Schiavone. Hey, how 
about them Braves? Are they going for 
the Bills’ record? 


7 

WCW MAGAZINE: A lot of people 
wonder why you want to be a 
commentator and columnist when you 
could still be a manager. Do you have 
any plans of returning to active duty? 

HEENAN: I’m not ever going to say 
never, but right now it doesn’t look like 
it’s going to happen. For me to do that, 
there’d have to be a wrestler worthy of 
“The Brain,” and I don’t see any out 
there. Vader has Harley Race and Rick 
Rude doesn’t want a manager. I only 
manage champions, and there’s nobody 
else out there. Maybe if Stan Hansen 
wants to take another run at the belt I’d 
consider it, but he’d have to ask nicely. 


8 
WCW MAGAZINE: Is it tough not 
having anyone to talk to on the road? 
HEENAN: Why’re you asking me? 
You should know the answer to that 
better than anyone. Oh, yeah, I forgot. 


There’s always those 1-900 girls. 


9 

WCW MAGAZINE: Who are the 
WCW wrestlers you admire most? 
HEENAN: That’s easy. Vader, Rude, 
The Nasty Boys. Sags and Knobs are 
one of the greatest teams I’ve ever 
seen. They have a great attitude. 
“Stunning” Steve Austin has a great 
attitude, too. I like Lord Steven Regal, 
but I’m not so crazy about that manager 
of his, Sir William. The Boss is a big 
disappointment. I’ve been watching 
him for a long time and he’s just 
flushing his career away. Col. Parker’s 
all right, but he should lose the tuxedo. 


10 
WCW MAGAZINE: Complete the 
following sentence: The world would 
be a better place if... 
HEENAN: ... if I was on TV 24 hours 
a day. We could have TBN—The Brain 
Network. Or how about BNN, Brain 
News Network? BTV. BBO. Brain Box 
Office. CineBrain. BNT. What do you 
think of that idea, Ted? 
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By Lord Steven Regal 


I can teach you American fans a lesson in sports and 
sportsmanship. Hopefully, I will be able to speak at your base 
level so you can well understand. 

Back in my home country of England, football—or soccer as you 
call it in these United States—is the most popular sport, much like 
American football is the most popular sport here. Well, in European 
football, the game is played in two 45-minute halves with a running 
clock. That means when the ball goes out of bounds, the clock keeps 
running. Likewise if someone gets injured. 

One of the more interesting aspects of our wonderful native 
pastime is that nobody except the referee ever knows how much time 
is remaining in the game. Although the clock on the scoreboard 
might say 4:32, there could be 10 or 15 minutes left to be played. 
That’s because there is such a thing as injury time. If a player gets 
injured, the referee adds to the time remaining in the game. Because 
only the referee keeps the official clock, injury time is purely 
subjective. 

Many times I have watched on the telly the fine side from my 
native Blackpool and wondered if they were getting an even break. 
Many times, I have seen them nursing a one-nil lead in the closing 
minutes, only to see time drone on endlessly while the opposing side 
received chance after chance. Sometimes the other side did, indeed, 
tie the game. 

I learned an important lesson from watching these games: Never 
put your fate in another person’s hands. A person might seem 
objective, but in reality everyone has some kind of stake in any event. 
If pressed hard enough, referees will express a preference for one 
player or another. 

Perhaps now you will understand why I have put so many 
stipulations on my WCW World TY title defenses. Sir William and I 
devised a plan which would safeguard the belt from being lost 
unfairly. We both realize that a champion can successfully defend his 
title 100 times, yet lose the belt the one time he gets pinned. Unlike 
other sports, a near-perfect record in wrestling isn’t good enough. 
Total and absolute perfection is demanded, lest one be relegated to 
the pool of also-rans. 

This will not happen with me, especially not without a fight. That 
is why the challengers to the WCW TV title must beat me within the 


B efore I get into the meat of my discussion here today, perhaps 
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first 15 minutes or forfeit their opportunity to win the championship. 
The additional 15 minutes of non-title action are provided for your 
viewing pleasure—and, also, to give the challengers a chance at a 
consolation prize. 

I cannot for the life of me understand why some people find this 
unfair. I defend my title more than any other champion in WCW. The 
tules simply state that a champion must defend his title at least once 
during a 30-day period. I have strictly adhered to this rule, which 
does not state how the title must be defended. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to point out that my 
victory over Ricky Steamboat for the TV title was attained well 
within the 15-minute limit I have prescribed. [Editor's note: Regal 
pinned Steamboat in 17:03 at Fall Brawl '93] If you commoners 
have a problem with that, I suggest you take it to the Queen herself. I 
am sure she will once again utter those famous words, “Let them eat 
cake!” 

Now for the main point of this essay. 

It has come to my attention that Americans, particularly those 
from the United States, have disdain for European customs. The 
World Cup soccer tournament is being treated like a second-class 
sporting event, when it is actually the most important sporting event 
in the world. Even without the underachieving English side, the 
World Cup will be second only to a Lord Steven Regal match. I urge 
you to see it and attain some knowledge and appreciation of fine 
culture. 

I am also saddened that many Americans take pleasure in the 
recent plights of the Royal Family and treat Prince Charles much as 
they would their own booby, former Vice President Dan Quayle. As 
for Princess Diana, let her chips fall where they may. The world has 
enough shameless hussies without having a Royal hussy as well. 

Finally, I am thrilled to announce that the controversial 
“genealogical timeout” which some people thought marred my 
family tree in a previous issue of WCW MAGAZINE has now been 
accounted for. Even the most uneducated of you should have known 
that tracing a family tree is difficult, time-consuming work. The 
family tree is now complete and available for inspection. It proves 
beyond doubt that I am a direct descendant of William the 
Conqueror. 

It is quite a nice thought, don’t you think? ¢ 


Lord Steven Regal is as disgusted with 
the fans as the fans are with him, 
Nevertheless, he claims he has a 
legitimate reason for the way he’s been 
defending his World television title. 
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Each month, a panel of WCW broadcasters will assemble to discuss the 
issues of the day, both in the ring and out of it. They will pull no punches in 
offering their unique opinions on these controversies—and WCW MAGAZINE 
will not flinch in printing the unedited transcript of their conversation! 


GORDON SOLIE: I believe when 
we left off last month, Mr. Okerlund 
and Mr. Heenan were arguing about 
who was the first to arrive in WCW. 
Perhaps this month we can take the 
conversation to a more scholarly level. 

TONY SCHIAVONE: I doubt it. 
Bobby’s still in the room. 

BOBBY HEENAN: I take excep- 
tion to that, Schiavone. I don’t see you 
walking around with a mortar board on 
your head. 

SCHIAVONE: What the heck are 
you talking about, “Brain”? All I’m 
saying is that I don’t think the editors 
of this fine magazine want us arguing 
over nonsense like ... 

GENE OKERLUND: If I may 
interject something at this point, I 
absolutely agree with what Tony is 
saying. I regret that I became involved 
in that frivolous argument last time and 
vow to not let it happen again. Of 
course, I can’t speak for Bobby 
Heenan, but let me point out that it 
takes two to tango. 

HEENAN: Exactly. And since I’m 
the only one in this room that makes 
sense, maybe it’s time for the rest of 
you to leave. 

OKERLUND: This is exactly the 
type of behavior I’m alluding to ... 

HEENAN: By the way, how many 
of you have a column in this magazine? 

ERIC BISCHOFF: Who cares, 
“Brain”? Let’s get down to business. 
There’s a lot to talk about this month. 
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“lm just amazed at how time 
and again Flair is willing to put 
his body on the line against a 
monster like Vader.” 


—Gordon Solie 


HEENAN: Oh yeah? Like what? I 
already dealt with it all in my column. 

BISCHOFF: I’m sure you have. 
But first of all, we have the escalating 
war between Flair and Vader. 

SOLIE: It’s a beauty, to be sure. 
I’m just amazed at how time and again 
Flair is willing to put his body on the 
line against a monster like Vader. 

OKERLUND: You know, I was 
talking to Beth Flair the other day, and 
it seemed to me like she wouldn’t mind 
seeing Ric retire. 

HEENAN: Now there’s a smart 
woman. If Flair had any sense, he 
would’ve retired three years ago. He’s 
got a wife and kids at home. Where’s 
his pension plan? Hey, I heard he can 


get a great deal on a condo in St. 
Petersburg. 

LARRY ZBYSZKO: I think the 
point is ... 

HEENAN: Hey, Larry, I didn’t 
know you were here. . 

ZBYSZKO: It’s impossible to get a 
word in edgewise with you guys. As I 
was saying, Flair still thinks he has 
something to prove. I think he has 
brain damage. 

OKERLUND: Why? Because he 
has guts? 

ZBYSZKO: Listen to you, Oker- 
lund. Five years ago, there wasn’t a 
reporter or broadcaster in the world 
who had anything good to say about 
Flair. Now he’s everyone’s darling. 


“You know, | was talking to Beth Flair 
the other day, and it seemed to me like 
she wouldn’t mind seeing Ric retire.” 


—Gene Okerlund 


You guys are nothing but hypocrites. 
Flair hasn’t changed at all. The only 
difference is he’s singing a different 
tune. 

BISCHOFF: What I don’t under- 
stand is why so many people care about 
that. Look, Jimmy Connors was the 
same way late in his career. The same 
arrogance people hated when he was 
young, they loved when he got older. 
He was like the old warrior who never 
gave up, and they started to see a lot of 
character in him. Same with John 
McEnroe, but to a lesser’extent ... 

HEENAN: Bischoff, you watch 
tennis? 

BISCHOFF: Sure. 

HEENAN: Figures. 
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“He defends his 
title more than any 
other champion in 
WCW. I think Lord 

Steven Regal is a 
genius.” 


—Bobby Heenan 


BISCHOFF: What does that mean? 

HEENAN: It just figures. You look 
like a tennis fan. 

BISCHOFF: I’m going to ignore 
that and finish my point. Larry has a 
point. The same things people hated in 
Flair when he was young, they love 
now. He’s the warrior, Personally, I see 
nothing wrong with that. 

HEENAN: I do. He’s taking his life 
into his own hands. 

SOLIE: I believe every wrestler 
entertains certain inherent risks every 
time he steps into the ring. Larry, you 
know about that. 

ZBYSZKO: Sure, there are risks, 
but you just can’t think about them. If 
you do, you’re done. But if you ask me, 
Flair’s already started weighing the 
risks, and that’s the first sign of 
decline. 

OKERLUND: IT think every 
wrestler weighs the risks. How about 
Lord Steven Regal? He knows he’s 
taking a risk if his title matches last 
more than 15 minutes. How about that? 

SOLIE: Indeed. It’s amazing that 
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Regal has been allowed to get away 
with it. 

HEENAN: What are you talking 
about? He defends his title more than 
any other champion in WCW. I think 
Lord Steven Regal is a genius. 

BISCHOFF: You would. 

ZBYSZKO: Hey, a champion has 
to do what a champion has to do. 

SOLIE: I’ve heard that line before 
from many champions, but in all my 


years in the sport, I’ve never seen 
anyone get away with what Regal is 
doing. It is a detriment to the sport and 
the integrity of the TV title. 

HEENAN: Are you saying Bock- 
winkel’s a weak commissioner? 

SOLIE: Not at all. I just think his 
hands are tied. 

ZBYSZKO: Speaking of hands 
tied, what do you think The Nasty Boys 
did with Missy? 


OKERLUND: Let’s not talk about 
Ms. Hyatt. 

HEENAN: Why, Okerlund? Got a 
problem with that? 

OKERLUND: No problem. I'd just 
rather talk about The Nasty Boys. 

BISCHOFF: There’s a team in a 
heap of trouble. 

ZBYSZKO: Are you crazy? The 
Nasty Boys are in no trouble whatso- 


ever. They’re the best tag team in 
WCW. 
BISCHOFF: Sure, but there are a 
lot of great tag teams out there. 
HEENAN: Like who? Name one. 
BISCHOFF: 2 Cold Scorpio and 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell. 
HEENAN: Name one. 
BISCHOFF: I just did. 
HEENAN: If The Nasty Boys can’t 


“The Nasty soys 


are in no trouble whatsoever. 


handle Scorpio and Bagwell, I’ll eat my hat. 
OKERLUND: You don’t have a 
hat. Anyway, what about Roma and 
Orndorff? Payne and Jack? WCW is 
very deep with tag teams right now. 
HEENAN: Hey, Okerlund, what in 
carnations are you doing here? 
SOLIE: Uh-oh. Here we go again. 
BISCHOFF: Better shut off the 
tape recorder. 5 


They’re the best tag team in 


wecw.” 


—Larry Zbyszko 
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Ron Simmons was once 


hati 


Whaat RI carn 


age RR 


among the most popular 


wrestlers in WCW. Now 


he’s among the most hated. 


The “All-American” from 


Florida State University has 


turned his friends into 


enemies—and those new 


enemies are striking back 
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shley Martel will never forget 
her favorite wrestler. He was a 
great college athlete, a former 
All-America football player at 
Florida State University. That 
made him particularly special because 
Ms. Martel lives in Tallahassee, 
Florida, home of FSU. 

But this was more than a case 
of provincialism. Ashley Martel’s 
favorite wrestler preached hard 
work and sportsmanship. Then he 
practiced what he preached. He 
was a great role model for child- 
ren, and that was important, too, 
because Ms. Martel has two pre- 
school children. 

Ashley Martel’s favorite 
wrestler never complained about 
anything and worked hard at 
overcoming the odds. If he 
failed—and that rarely hap- 
pened—he picked himself up, 
brushed himself off, and started 
all over again. Finally, Ashley 
Martel’s favorite wrestler made 
history on August 2, 1992, when 
he became the sport’s first black 
World champion. 

“That was a great day for me,” 
Ms. Martel said. “Nobody knew it 
was coming, and then all of a 
sudden he was champion. The 
whole town celebrated!” 

Her face brightened as she said 
this, as if the whole day was being 
relived. Just as suddenly, how- 
ever, a dark cloud covered her 
face. A tear dropped from one of | 
her pretty green eyes, eyes that 
mirrored mistrust and betrayal. 

“Damn him!” she shouted. 


“How could he do this to his fans? How 
could he do this to the people who 


loved him?” 
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She can’t understand 
the change that has 
overcome Ron Sim- 
mons. And it’s hard for 
her to understand why 
Ron Simmons is no 
longer doing the things 


Ron Simmons’ 1992 victory 
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over Vader (above left) gave him the WCW World title (above 
right), which he viewed with the same pride and admiration that fans viewed him. Ironically, 
Vader and Simmons might today be found on the same side of the ring! 
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that made him so worthy of 
adoration. 

“I hope he knows that 
he’s let down a lot of 
people,” Ms. Martel said. 
“IT hope he knows that a 

\ lot of children are very 

disappointed in him. A 

lot of adults, too. No, I 

up To: don’t hate him, but I’d 

like an explanation. So 

pdt would a lot of other 
people.” 

Unfortunately, no 

explanations are forth- 

coming. Unless he’s 

doing an Academy 

yr Award-winning job of 

covering his real 

emotions, Simmons 

feels nothing for the 

fans who rallied 

around him during 


his run to the WCW World title nearly 
two years ago. 

When you look into Ashley Martel’s 
eyes, you see hurt. 

When you look into Ron Simmons’ 
eyes, you see hate. 

“From now on, I’m looking out for 
number one,’ Simmons told WCW 
MAGAZINE in a shocking interview four 
months ago. “I don’t care if the fans 
like it, because.I do. This isn’t about 
their lives. They can go to work every 
day and come home to their families at 
night and never accomplish anything 
else. This is my life, and the belt is the 
only thing worth going for.” 

It is apparently worth so much to 
Simmons that he is willing to give up 
the fans’ love and his peers’ respect. He 
has substituted bitterness for hard work, 
revenge for sportsmanship. He blames 
everyone else for his problems and has 
gone so far as to accuse WCW officials 


At the first Clash of the Champions of 1994, Simmons battled his former 
fag team partner, Ice Train, showing nothing but disdain for the man 
who once looked up fo the former World champion. 
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of conspiring against him. Simmons 
has easily forgotten that these same 
officials gave him a once-in-a-lifetime 
shot at the belt when there were others 
ahead of him on the title line. 

Maybe Simmons has forgotten, but 
the fans haven’t. Letters about Sim- 
mons are pouring into WCW Mac- 
AZINE at a steady rate. Most of them 
mirror the sentiments expressed by 
Russell Cornhauser of Atlanta, Georgia. 

“I’ve been a wrestling fan for a long 
time and I’m used to my favorites 
changing their attitude,” Mr. Corn- 
hauser wrote. “Usually it’s for a good 
reason, but this time I see no reason 
why Ron Simmons turned against his 
fans, Ice Train, and even against 
himself. That’s what he’s done! He’s 
basically throwing away all of his 
accomplishments just because he 
wasn’t getting shots at the World title. 

“If you ask me, Ron is putting too 
much emphasis on a material object. 
The fans loved him with or without the 
belt, and he was doing more as a role 
model than he ever could have done as 
champion. This is the worst kind of 
betrayal. I wouldn’t root for Simmons 
again even if he was wrestling Vader.” 

Strong words. And those weren’t the 
strongest. 

Joanne McManus of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, called Simmons “heart- 
less and gutless.” Michelle Lalonde of 
Jacksonville, Florida, called Simmons 
“a typical Seminole. I should’ve known 
better than to root for someone from 
FSU. Simmons is nothing but an 
ingrate.” 

Peter Semenak of Fort Worth, 
Texas, said Simmons “should look at 
himself in the mirror and decide what 
he sees. I’d say he’ll see a friendless, 
bitter man who turned his back on the 
only things he had going for him.” 

Even worse, an anonymous writer 
from Peoria, Illinois, called Simmons 
“a fake and a phony. I think he was 
using the fans all along.” 

“T hope Ice Train kicks his butt clear 
across North America,” said Tim 
Cooney, who we interviewed at ring- 
side during a recent taping of WCW 
Saturday Night. “There’s no excuse for 
what Simmons has done.” 

They used to call Ron Simmons the 


ZY 
All-American. Now he’s et c= 
the un-American. 

“He’s the All-Traitor, 
if you ask me,” said 
ringside fan Lynn Davy- 
enport of Orlando, 
Florida. “I just hope he 
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Simmons used to be the kind of man who would be happy to take time out fo sign an 
autograph or two. Today, he’s just as likely to sneer—or spit!—at that same fan. 
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By taking advantage 


of our special combi- 


nation offers, you can 


have all of the world’s 


leading wrestling 


magazines delivered 


to your door and save 


up to 33% off the reg- 


ular newsstand price! 
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Marcus Alexander Bag- 
well’s elbowsmash stuns 
Paul Orndorff as Paul 
Roma-struggles to re- 
sgroup. Former World 
tag team champions 
Bagwell and 2 Cold 
Scorpio defeated Orn- 
dorff and Roma when 
Bagwell pinned Roma. 


The first Clash of the 
Champions of 1994 was 
an event of truly historic 
proportions. New faces 
were introduced to WCW 
fans, old feuds between 
bitter rivals were 


rekindled, and the shape 


of the sport was altered 
forever, Now, WCW 
MAGAZINE returns tothe 
Centroplex in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, to 
relive all the match-by- 
match action—and more! 


gp 
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Ice Train’s powerslam of Ron Sim- 
mons gave the newcomer a 
momentary advantage over the 
former WCW World heavyweight 
champion, but Simmons came 
back to score the pin over his one- 
time protege and tag team 
partner. 
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Despite an all-out assault on 
Lord Steven Regal and the 
World television title, Dustin 
Rhodes left the Clash with a 
15-minute draw and a 
greater hunger to defeat his 
rival. 
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Bobby “The Brain” Heenan 
made his WCW debut at the 
Clash—and was greeted with 
a torrential rain of boos and 
catcalls from the Centroplex 
crowd! 
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Maxx Payne’s double-clothesline 
helped him and his partner, Cactus 
Jack, score the non-title win over 
World tag team champions Jerry 
Sags and Brian Knobs. when Jack 
pinned Knobs. 


Few people expected that Col. 
Robert Parker would do as 


well as he did against Brian — 
Pillman. Even so, Parker still 
lost—causing him to have to 
wear a chicken suit on the 
following weekend's WCW 
Saturday Night program! 
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Ric Flair keeps a wary eye on 
Vader as Rick Rude and Sting 
engage in a test of strength 
during the Clash main event. 
Flair and Vader were both 
counted out in this tag team 
elimination match, leaving 
Sting and Rude to wage war; 
the “Stinger” scored the victory 
for his team when he pinned 
the “Ravishing One.” 


Gene Okerlund introduced Nick 
Bockwinkel to the fans as the 
new commissioner of WCW. 
Everyone hopes the respected 
four-time former AWA World 
champion will maintain a 
steady hand on the rudder of 
WCW policy. 
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By Bill Apter 
Ac Anderson has the look. But to paraphrase the old jeans 

commercial, it’s not the look anyone wants to kriow better. 

“Too much time away,” Anderson growled. “I don’t like it when 
somebody keeps me from what I’m after. And I sure as hell don’t like 
the way some people wrote me off. Anyone who thought I was gone for 
good didn’t know who they were dealing with.” 

After an absence of nearly two months, “The Enforcer” returned to 
the ring on December 28 in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and 
pummeled Paul Roma, his former tag team partner. Anderson combined 


his usual grit and determination with a healthy dose of anger and the 


66 desire to make up for lost time. 
A few weeks later, Anderson was ready, willing, and able to-defend 
Ric Flair when Vader invaded the WCW World champion’s pre- 
SuperBrawl press conference. Although The Four Horsemen are alive in 
memory only, Anderson is walking proof that blood is thicker than 
> water. 


“I knew he'd be there for me,” 


Flair said. “He didn’t have to be, but 

A he was. He’s a true friend and a great 

two-month layoff man. I'm glad nothing came of it, but 

I have no doubt Arn would have come 

VENGEANCE had no negative effect out on top if Vader pressed him 
further,” / 


on Arn Anderson. ; Although Arn isn’t physically 
imposing, there is an aura about him 


that intimidates any man who gets in 
his way. Arn established his repu- 
° . tation the hard way, by pummeling 
in WCW is on a roll— nee : 


helpless opponents for over a decade 


The toughest man 


and he has his sights 
set on TV champion 


Lord Steven Regal 


Arn Anderson is back— 
and determined to re- 
establish himself on 
WCW's roster of champ- 
idns. Look out, Lord 
“Steven! , 
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and standing up to the touShest men. Lacking a muscleman’s build, 
Anderson rose to the top of his profession by never backing down. 

Now that reputation is being tested. Tough guys like Vader and 
young guns like Roma think Anderson has become an easy touch. 
They're sadly mistaken. Am hasn't lost a match since returning to the 
ring and has set his sights on Lord Steven Regal’s WCW TY title. 

“Regal’s been put on notice. So has that Sir William clown,” 
Anderson said. “His championship is being challenged, and if he’s man 
enough, he’ll drop that 15-minute stipulation. It’s time for Regal to stand 
up and act like a man. There’s no shame in losing a title fairly. Regal 
doesn’t understand that.” . 

It’s not that Anderson thinks he can’t beat Regal within 15 minutes. 
He knows he can. But Anderson wants to step into the ring on even 
terms with Regal, and that means no time-limit on winning the title. 

“I’ve held plenty of titles in my day—ineluding the World TV title 
several times—and I never pulled that crap on anyone,” Anderson said. 

Anderson isn’t fooling around. He’s mad at Roma for breaking up 
their successful tag team and leaving The Horsemen. Remember: Roma 
and Anderson were WCW World tag team champions. 

But as infuriated as Anderson was by Roma, he was pleased when he 
walked into WCW’s Atlanta offices in mid-December and saw the 
officials’ shocked reactions that he had returned. 

“It was like they saw someone coming back from the dead,” 
Anderson said, “like they had completely forgotten about me.” 

“The Enforcer” is refreshing memories in a hurry, And Regal, in 
particular, had best remember Anderson’s record of success. And 
Anderson is most successful when he’s angry. 

And Anderson is mad. 

Very mad. ¢ 


Most champions have a healthy respect for their 
competition. Not Brian) Knobs and Jerry Sags: The 


Nasty Boys aren’t afraid of getting every tag team in 
WCW riled up—and they aren’t afraid of losing their World 
tag team title because of it! 


By Dave Rosenbaum 

uccessful men have been known 
S: get literally and figuratively 

drunk on their own success, but 
never in the history of the civilized— 
and uncivilized—world has anybody 
been as taken with their own 
accomplishments as The Nasty Boys. If 
they could, Jerry Sags and Brian Knobs 
would take on the tag team of Super- 
man and Batman! 

In fact, Sags and Knobs are looking 
straight into the eyes of WCW’s top 
contenders to the World tag team title 
and saying: “Beat us if you can. You 
can’t.” Of course, the words they’re 
using are a little ... well, spicier. 

“Hey, Cactus, you don’t know 
jack!” shouted Knobs. 

“Hey, Maxx, you don’t know pain!” 
cackled Sags. 

They spit out the sentences between 
clenched, plaque-laden teeth, then 
wiped the spittle off their faces. Then 
they added a little something extra for 
emphasis. 

“We got a nice big hole dug for 
those grungers,” said the pot-bellied 


Sags, calling the kettle black. “Payne 
and Cactus are messing with the wrong 
people when they mess with the 
Nastys. They crossed the wrong path 
when they crossed us. They should’ ve 
thunk before they jumped.” 

The Nasty Boys have thrown down 
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the gauntlet. If you think they were 
mean before, wait until you see them 
now. Put simply, Sags and Knobs have 
grown very attached to those belts 
they’re wearing around their waists. 
They have control of a situation and 
they’re loving it. And while some 
champions might be concerned about 


inciting opponents with schoolyard 
epithets, The Nasty Boys just talk and 
talk and talk—and back up their words 
later, in the ring. 

“Orndorff and Roma are a couple of 
losers who can’t do squat against us,” 
said Knobs, referring to the fast-rising 
F Paul Orndorff a 


“Orndorff and Roma are a 
couple of losers who can’t do 
squat against us!” 


S 
dies 


spects 

ne tedm is a 
youth and 
brawling. In 
Pp ey’re the next 

WCW World tag team champions. But 
Sags and Knobs, of course, don’t share 
those feelings. In fact, they show 
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absolutely no respect whatsoever for 
Roma and Orndorff. 

“Why should we? Whadda they 
got?” Sags said. “If you ask me, they’re 
both outcasts. Nobody ever wanted 
them, so they found each other. If they 
want these belts, they’re gonna have to 
pay a deep price, and from what I’ve 
seen, it doesn’t look like they’re willing 
to pay a dime. Know what I’m saying? 
When in Rome, do like the Romas: 
beg.” 

The Nasty Boys’ dis parade con- 
tinues. No team is their equal. Nobody 
belongs on the same mat with these bad 
boys from Allentown, Pennsylvania. 
Maybe somebody out there will bring 
Sags and Knobs down to size, but they 
just don’t see anyone out there. 

Not even 2 Cold Scorpio and 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell. 

“Scorpio’s too cold, and if the other 
chump worked in a grocery store, he 
wouldn’t even bag well,” Knobs said in 
a cheap attempt at humor. 

“Worried about Scorpio and 
Bagwell?” Sags asked rhetorically. 
“Are you crazy? There’s nothing to 
worry about! Scorpio’s never gotten 
down and dirty in his life and Bagwell 
would cry if he scuffed his knee. 
Bagwell’s exactly the kind of wimp I 
used to beat up and stuff into a locker 
in high school. Heck, I did the same 
thing to pretty-boy punks like him in 
college, too!” 

The Nasty Boys have conveniently 
forgotten that Scorpio and Bagwell 
once beat them for the World tag team 
title. They have also forgotten their 
subsequent matches: absolute wars that 
ended up in the Nastys’ favor only 
because of good fortune and a healthy 
amount of interference. 

“I’m glad they’re not worried about 
us,” Bagwell said. “That means they’ re 
not ready for us. Any team who doesn’t 
take us seriously doesn’t stand a chance 
against us. I’m not saying Sags and 
Knobs should be down on their knees 
in fear, but they’d better show a healthy 
amount of respect for the team that’s 
going to kick their butts.” 

Sags and Knobs don’t believe that 
team exists. One thing’s for sure, 
though: They know it’s not Thunder 
and Lightning. 


“Thunder and Lightning? They 
don’t sound like wrestlers, they sound 
like a weather report,” Sags said. “Why 
didn’t they call themselves Rain and 
Fog or Sleet and Snow? Let me tell you 
this: No muscleheads are ever gonna 
push us around. We’ve fought our 
share of apes who spend their lives in 
the gym, and they’ve never been any 
match for us.” 

There is more than a bit of con- 
fidence here. The Nasty Boys exude 
abundant arrogance. Unwilling to admit 
that Cactus Jack and Maxx Payne are 
ready, willing, and able to battle them 
in the trenches, Sags and Knobs have 
placed themselves above the rest. They 
have drawn a line in the sand and are 
absolutely convinced nobody has the 
guts to cross it. 


“Especially not Payne and Cactus,” 
Sags said. “And if they do, they’re 
gonna have to deal with the con- 
sequences. These belts are ours, and we 
have the means to protect them like we 
do anything else that’s ours. Know 
those bumper stickers that say, ‘This 
truck protected by Smith and Wesson’? 
Well, these belts are protected by Sags 
and Knobs, and that’s a lot more 
dangerous and effective than any high- 
powered rifle.” 

They speak louder, too. The big 
bang is coming from The Nasty Boys. 
Their shots are aimed at all of the 
competition that comes their way. And 
there isn’t a bullet-proof vest made that 
can protect a team once they step into 
the ring—or brawl at ringside—with 
The Nasty Boys. 


“Worried. about Scorpionand 
Bagwell? Are you crazy? There’s 
nothing to worry about!” 


“Thunder and Lightning? They don’t 
sound like wrestlers, they sound like 


a weather report!” 
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restler. Television commentator. 
World champion. Nick 
Bockwinkel has done it all. 


And at Clash of the Champions XXVI, he 
added another title to his impressive list: 
WCW commissioner. Bockwinkel is the 
man in charge. 


If anyone had any doubts about that, he 
wiped them out with a series of decisions 
prior to SuperBrawl IV. WCW World 
champion Ric Flair, scheduled to defend 
his title against Vader at the pay-per-view 
card, was badly injured by Vader during a 
tag team match at Clash of the 
Champions XXVI. Flair was examined by 
doctors, who ordered him pulled out of 
SuperBrawl. 


Although Flair was unhappy with the 
decision, he had no choice but to comply. 
So at a hastily arranged press conference, 
Flair regrettably told the media he was 
pulling out of his WCW World title 
defense. And Bockwinkel, who had the 
power to strip Flair of the title, complied 
with the decision. 


That angered Vader and manager Harley 
Race, who stormed into the press 
conference, berated Flair, and got involved 
in fisticuffs with Ricky Steamboat. Vader 
called Flair a wimp. Bockwinkel, who 
witnessed the incident, fined Vader 
$25,000. 
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$25,000. 


Just days later, Flair announced the match 
was back on. Meanwhile, Bockwinkel 
collected the fine from Vader and let the 
world know that similar transgressions 
would be dealt with just as harshly. 


There shouldn’t be any doubts that 
Bockwinkel plans on being a tough, active 
commissioner. “And if there were any 
doubts, he laid them to rest in our 
interview,” said WCW Macazine’s Dave 
Rosenbaum. “I’ve known Nick for a long 
time, and never have | seen him so 


When Vader's interruption of a press conference resulted 
in a brawl with Ricky Steamboat, new WCW Commis- 
sioner Nick Bockwinkel took swift action: He fined Vader 


Lele 


’ Bockwinke 


confident. | don’t think he’s drunk on his 
own power. | just think he plans on using 
it early and often.” 


WCW MAGAZINE: So there you 
were, in only your first month on the 
job, and right away you were making 
history. 

BOCKWINKEL: I think some 
people might accuse me of 
rewriting history. 

WCW MAGAZINE: Some people 
are saying Vader and Race strong- 
armed you into the decision. 
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BOCKWINKEL: And let me say 
right off the bat that | resent any 
suggestions of the type. If you’ll 
give me the chance, Ill reiterate 
the decision-making process 
which resulted in my reapproving 
the Flair-Vader match at Super- 
Brawl. 

WCW MAGAZINE: Great. It’ll give 
the readers some insight into your 
thoughts. 

BOCKWINKEL: That’s what 
we’re here for. After viewing and 
reviewing the Flair and Sting vs. 
Vader and Rick Rude match at 
Clash of the Champions XXVI, it 
became apparent to me that 
Vader was acting solely to injure 
Flair, not to win the match. I 
believe Vader saw the Clash as an 
opportunity to weaken the World 
champion, and he later admitted 
to as much. 

WCW MAGAZINE: But what’s so 
unusual about that? It happens all the 
time. 

BOCKWINKEL: It happens all the 
time, but it shouldn’t happen at 
all. Listen, | wrestled for a long 
time, longer than most people, 
and I knew the rules inside and 
out. Wrestling is a high-contact, 
high-risk sport, and the chance of 
injury is great. When a wrestler 
steps into that ring, he has made 
an unwritten agreement to 
wrestle to the best of his ability in 
an attempt to win the match. The 
object of wrestling is not to injure 
your opponent, although many 
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wrestlers have given that im- 
pression. 

WCW MAGAZINE: It’s interesting 
that you put it that way. You're right, 
but most commissioners don’t even 
bother making that interpretation. 
BOCKWINKEL: Fine. | am, and 
I’m doing it because | strongly 
believe in this sport. It’s a great 
sport and it can stand on its own 
as a great athletic competition. 
It’s not a street fight or a rumble. 
It’s a sport. 

WCW MAGAZINE: Okay, so you 
thought Flair had the right to pull out 
of SuperBrawl. 

BOCKWINKEL: Yes, but it’s not 
just that. After examining Flair, 
several respected physicians 
insisted that | postpone the 
match until a later date. So | did. 
WCW MAGAZINE: And then came 
the press conference incident. 
BOCKWINKEL: The press confer- 
ence incident. | know some 
people thought the fine | handed 
down to Vader was severe, but 
somebody has to send a message. 
You know, in some parts of the 
world, a man can be sent away for 
life for robbing a grocery store. 
You know what happens in those 
places? There’s almost no crime 
because people know the pun- 
ishment is so severe. 


I don’t believe in an eye for an 
eye, a tooth for a tooth. I’ll take a 
leg for a tooth and two arms for 
an eye. It’s the only way to get 
your point across. 

WCW MAGAZINE: You were 
angry with Vader and Race, weren’t 
you? 

BOCKWINKEL: Angry? | was 
outraged. They clearly were 
stepping over the line. It was 
completely uncalled for. I’m glad 
Steamboat was there, because 
otherwise things might have 
gotten really ugly. I’ve been in 
those situations before. 

WCW MAGAZINE: But you have 
to understand something, Nick. Here’s 
Flair saying he can’t wrestle Vader. 
Then Vader shows up and calls him a 
wimp. Suddenly, just out of the blue, 
Flair declares himself ready to wrestle 
Vader at SuperBrawl. 
BOCKWINKEL: I’ve said it once 
and I’ll say it again: It wasn’t 
Flair’s decision. It was my 
decision. I’m not going to sit here 
and tell you Flair didn’t ask for 
permission to wrestle. He was 
willing to go into that ring with 
the injuries he had sustained and try 
his luck. My only concession to Flair 
was that | allowed him to be 
reexamined by qualified physi- 
cians. They did and declared him 
fit to wrestle. 

WCW MAGAZINE: You're really 
keeping your 


Vader’s wars 
with Ric Flair 
continue, but 
not without the 
intense scrutiny 
of Bockwinkel. 
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Any titlist in WCW will be the 
recipient of careful attention by 
the new commissioner, who says 
he places the highest of value on 
the championships themselves. 


your 


a. eye on Vader, 
aren’t you? 


BOCKWINKEL: That’s a tough 
question. | don’t want to be 
accused of paying more attention 
to one wrestler than another, but, 
yes, Vader has proven himself 
completely untrustworthy, as has 
Harley Race. But he’s not alone. 
There are others. 

WCW MAGAZINE: Such as? Care 
to tell us which WWCW wrestlers are 
on notice? 

BOCKWINKEL: Well, and this 
might surprise some people, Flair 
is definitely one to watch. He has 
an interesting history and he 
doesn’t always follow the rules. 
He’s one of the most popular 
wrestlers in WCW now, if not the 
most popular, and | have no 
doubt he’ll remain that way until 
he retires, but he has always 
shown that he’ll do anything to 
win. 

WCW MAGAZINE: Who else? 

BOCKWINKEL: Backing me into 
a corner, aren’t you? 

WCW MAGAZINE: Well, you 
agreed to this interview. Care to leave? 

BOCKWINKEL: Not at all. Ill 
answer your questions. Any cham- 
pion must be watched carefully. 


It’s been proven throughout 
history that champions will do 
almost anything to defend their 
belts. The Nasty Boys, Rick Rude, 
Steve Austin, they all get special 
attention. In my mind, there’s 
nothing more sacred to a 
federation than its champion- 
ships. The integrity of these belts 
must be protected. | see it as my 
primary duty. 

WCW MAGAZINE: How about 
Lord Steven Regal? You didn’t mention 
him. 

BOCKWINKEL: He’s an interest- 
ing case. I don’t think most 
people know this, but he’s over 
here on a work visa so he really 
has to watch his step. A lot of 
people question why he’s allowed 
to have that 15-minute stipulation 
on his TV title defenses. Well, it’s 
a problem for us. According to 
the rules, a champion must 
defend his title at least once 
during a 30-day period. It doesn’t 
say how he must defend it. In Mr. 
Regal’s defense, he defends his 
title more than any other champ- 
ion in WCW. In that way, he’s en- 
titled to some leeway. Champions 
have some rights. Our lawyers are 
constantly combing through the 
rules, interpreting and reinter- 
preting them. I’m really not sure 
we can force Mr. Regal to do 
anything else. 

WCW MAGAZINE: A 
people are aware of 
your relationship 
with Bobby Heenan. 
ls it uncomfortable 
being in the same 
federation with him? 
BOCKWINKEL: | 
think you should 
ask him that 
question. I’m the 


lot of 


commissioner. Is he uncom- 
fortable? Should he be un- 
comfortable? As long as Bobby 
stays within his job description, he 
has nothing to worry about. He 
has a history. | know that, he 
knows that, everyone knows that. 
Our history with each other is 
irrelevant. The only thing it 
means is that I know him like I 
know the back of my hand. If he 
starts getting involved in 
extracurricular activities, you can 
be sure I’ll have my eye on him. 
WCW MAGAZINE: People are 
already accusing you of being too 
involved, of overstepping your 
responsibilities. 

BOCKWINKEL: Who are these 
people? What kind of commiss- 
ioner do they want? Do they want 
a man who allows people to get 
hurt and acts later, or do they 
want a man who takes pre- 
emptive action? I’m going to be 
an active commissioner. If people 
can’t live with that, well, they 
don’t pay my salary. My bosses 
do. And if they can’t live with 
that, I guess I’Il just have to find 
another job. 

WCW MAGAZINE: Well, Nick, 
good luck in the one you have. 
BOCKWINKEL: Thank you. | 
have a hunch Pll need all the luck 
I can get. And a lot of patience, 
too. 
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The outfit is nearly 
complete, but it’s 
just missing one 
accessory: pretty 
gold belt to fill out 
the picture. Johnny 
B. Badd has one 
in mind—but he'll 
have to tear if 


away from Rick 
Rude 


By Dave Rosenbaum 
he ensemble looks like some- 
| thing from the window of a 
Greenwich Village boutique. 
Done up in white satin with glittery 
gold and silver trim, Johnny B. Badd 
looks absolutely stunning! But the 
outfit is missing something. An 
accoutrement, if you will. Something to 
lend just the right finishing touch. 

A belt, perhaps? 

“Rick Rude’s International heavy- 
weight championship belt, perhaps?” 
Johnny B. Badd giggled. “Why, don’t 
you think that would look just 
smashing? Right now, about the only 
thing that would make me prettier is 
Rude’s belt.” 

Make no mistake: Johnny B. Badd 
doesn’t look upon the belt like some 
doo-dad from Macy’s. Johnny knows. 
This is not available in any store! Yet 
there’s something about this particular 
belt that just strikes his fancy. 


“Maybe it’s the shine!” Johnny said. 
“T just love the way it glitters off all its 
nooks and crannies. Or maybe it’s 
because I just know it would look 
better on me than it does on him! I’m 
so00ooo pretty!” 

Oh hush, Johnny! 

Of course, the International heavy- 
weight belt is not for sale. And there’s 
a problem: Rick Rude likes the way the 
belt looks on him. Maybe it’s 
something about the fit, the way it hugs 
his washboard stomach. Or maybe it’s 
the strut. 

“Or maybe it’s because I’m the best 
wrestler in the world and it’s about 
time all you mutants out there finally 
recognized greatness when you see it,” 
Rude spat. “But I have a deal for Badd: 
When I win the WCW World title from 
Flair, he can have this belt. I won’t be 
needing it anymore.” 

Clearly, here we have two men with 
separate agendas. Rude, while giving 


_-y Sera te 
“Ravishing” Rick Rude is not about to 
give up his International World heavy- 


weight title too easily—especially to 
Johnny B. Badd. 


his all to defend the International title, 
has his eyes on Rude. Badd, who has 
never won a title in WCW, has his eyes 
on Rude’s belt. In WCW, all that 
glitters is made of gold, but not all 
that’s made of gold has equal value. 
Johnny B. Badd is willing to work his 
way up. 

“My fans agree that it’s about time 
for me to have my big breakthrough,” 
Badd said. “I think I proved myself last 
summer against Maxx Payne, and now 
I’m ready to take the next step. And if I 
was Rude, I’d keep my mind on 
business. He’s trying to take it all in, 
but he just might wind up with nothing 
at all!” 

Badd would like nothing better. He 
despises Rude and his shallow, arrogant 
attitude. Rude is every man’s he-man. 
Badd embraces a lighter, fluffier side of 
life, and doesn’t see the point in 
belittling people. 

“He’s all talk and no show,” Badd 
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Badd and Rude wrestled in early-1993 
during WCW’s U.K, tour, but their 
matches would take on new meaning 
with a major tifle on the line. 


said. “At least with me you get some 
style with your substance. Rude just 
gets up there and wags his tail like he’s 
something out of a Pabst Blue Ribbon 
commercial. His kind makes me sick.” 

The feeling is mutual. 

Put yourself in Rude’s shoes. You 
are, indeed, a he-man. You walk the 
walk and talk the talk. You’re proud of 
your streamlined body and love to 
decorate it with beautiful woman. You 
see an overweight woman in the first 
row and have the undeniable urge to 
berate her. That 120-pound weakling in 
the second row wearing the thick 
glasses? Boy, wouldn’t you like to 
twist his pencil-neck in half! 
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Suddenly, in walks a very strange 
looking man. He is wearing mascara, a 
dab of rouge, and plants a glittery, red 
“kiss that don’t miss” sticker on the 
face of that very overweight woman 
who disgusts you. He wears an outfit 
that looks like it came out of the 
Victoria’s Secret catalog. He introduces 
himself: 

“Hello, my name is Johnny B. Badd. 
I’m a wrestler. And I want your belt.” 

Say what? You are offended, 
dumbfounded, and left speechless all at 
once. Finally, you pull yourself 
together and make an evaluation: This 
man represents everything you hate. 
No, forget represents. He is everything 
you hate. 

If you get the picture, Rude vs. Badd 
has all the makings of a very special war. 


Like Tom Clancy vs. Arthur Miller. 
Like Mountain Dew vs. cranberry 
juice. 

Heck, like ESPN vs. Home Shop- 
ping Network. 

Nirvana vs. Queen? 

Nah, Queen’s dead. Johnny B. Badd 
is very alive and kicking. And if people 
want to look upon this as a battle of one 
lifestyle against another, let them. 
Johnny sees it only as a battle of a 
champion against a challenger. 

“That’s all it is,” Badd said. “I have 
no ulterior motives. That belt would 
look good on me, of course, but it 
would look good on my resume, too. 
People like me, but now I want them to 
respect me for my wrestling talents. 
The only way I can do that is to beat 
one of the best, and Rude is definitely 
one of the best. 

“Sooo000 good. Soooooo tough to 
beat. And that belt ... like me, it’s 
s000000 pretty! 

Badd said it with a smile. 


Badd feels his showing in a 
feud last year with Maxx 
Payne has helped establish 
him among WCW’s elite. 


Johnny would love to plant his 
“kiss that don’t miss” on the 
cheek of “Ravishing” Rick! 
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TOP STARS HANDICAP THE TOP BOUTS! 


here’s a new addition to WCW’s calendar 


of pay-per-view events, and it just might be 

the best ever! Spring Stampede ’94 will 
burn up Chicago—and the entire wrestling world— 
with an outstanding card on April 17 at The 
Rosemont Horizon. 

How’s this for an inaugural event: Ric Flair will 
defend the WCW World title against Ricky 
Steamboat! Sting will go after Rick Rude’s 
International heavyweight title! “Stunning” Steve 
Austin puts his U.S. title on the line against The 
Great Muta! And in a battle of big men, Vader and 
The Boss will shake the ring in what is sure to be a 
spectacular grudge match! 

Spring Stampede has all the makings of an 
unforgettable evening, so we’ve put together an 
unforgettable special preview! We polled 20 of 
WCW’s greatest stars and had them analyze each of 


these four bouts in depth and predict the winner. 


Finally, we phoned a noted Las Vegas oddsmaker 
and asked him to set a line on each bout. 

We hope you'll enjoy this fascinating preview; 
we’re sure some of the predictions are sure to 


surprise you! 


SPRING STAMPEDE IS AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 
VIA PAY-PER-VIEW TELEVISION! CONTACT 
YOUR LOCAL CABLE OPERATOR TODAY 
REGARDING AVAILABILITY! 


54 JuNE 1994 @ WCW MaGazINE 


U.S. CHAMPION 
STEVE AUSTIN 
VS. THE 

GREAT MUTA 


BACKGROUND: There’s not much 
history here. Both men are outstanding 
scientific wrestlers, yet their styles are 
as different as their faces! Austin is a 
student of psychology and the sweet 
science, while Muta is a martial arts 
master with exceptional stamina and 
aerial skills. Austin is arrogant while 
Muta is usually respectful of his op- 
ponents. Muta introduced the moonsault 
to the sport, something that all 
opponents of Vader certainly regret! 

LAS VEGAS ODDS: The Great 
Muta, 4-5. 

HOW THE STARS SEE IT: “Pull 
up a chair for this one. OWwwwww! 
This is gonna be some kind of match!” 
Sting said. “Muta and Austin. Man, 
you’re talking about two outstanding 
technical wrestlers. I don’t have much 
respect for Austin because he breaks the 
rules too often, but Muta’s gonna force 
him to get down to business and wrestle 
the right way. If he doesn’t, he’s in big 
trouble. I like Muta because he won’t 
make that crucial mistake.” 

“Flyin’” Brian Pillman, Austin’s 
former tag team partner, said Col. 
Robert Parker will cost Austin the 
match ... but Muta had better be wary 
of interference. 

“That ol’ chicken-butt Parker’s sure 
to get involved somehow and ruin a 
great match,” Pillman said. “Personally, 
I think Austin and Parker are too stupid 
to show any respect for Muta, and that’s 
what’s gonna cost him. Muta has 
forgotten more about wrestling than 
Austin knows, and I don’t think he’s 
forgotten very much. To me, this match 
is like letting Albert Einstein debate 
Dan Quayle. You can guess who’s 
Einstein.” 

And you can guess who Pillman 
likes. ““Muta by pinfall; easy pinfall.” 

Obviously, Pillman is still bitter over 
his breakup with Austin. Other 
wrestlers, though, show far more respect 
for “Stunning” Steve’s ability. 

“Muta’s in for a big surprise,” Rick 
Rude promised. “I’ve worked side-by- 


Steve Austin has feuded with 
Ricky Steamboat in the past, 
but “The Dragon’s” martial 
arts skills are just a hint of 
what “Stunning” Steve will 
have to contend with against 
The Great Muta. 


Muta’‘s moonsault is a 
formidable weapon that 
could mean all the difference 
in his match with Austin at 
Spring Stampede. But first he 
has to weaken Austin enough 
to be able to launch it. 
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TOP STARS HANDICAP THE TOP BOUTS! 


Like Boss, Vader is a big man. 
Unlike Boss, Vader has in- 
credible agility, power, and 
killer instinct—qualities most of 
the WCW wrestlers we polled 
cited as decisive factors in a 
Vader-Boss contest. 
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The Boss made his 
WCW debut at Starr- 
cade ‘93. Now, at 
Spring Stampede, he 
has to contend with 
the awesome power 
and fury of Vader. 


side with Austin, and he has it all. Maybe 
he’s just a bit short of being world- 
championship caliber, but he’s on his way 
there for sure, and he has more than enough 
to beat Muta. Bet the house on Austin by 
pinfall. Muta’s going back to Japan empty- 
handed.” 

Ric Flair agreed. 

“I’ve wrestled some of my toughest 
matches against Muta, but Austin is young, 
hungry, and talented,” Flair said. “Never 
underestimate that.” 

POLL RESULTS: Of the 20 wrestlers 
polled, 10 selected Austin and 10 selected 
Muta. 


VADER VS. 


L 
GRUDGE MATCH 


BACKGROUND: The two have never 
wrestled. Their feud exploded when Boss 
was special guest referee for Vader’s 
“Thundercage” match against Ric Flair at 
SuperBrawl IV; Vader wound up 
handcuffing Boss to the cage with his own 
handcuffs because of what he perceived as 
biased officiating. They are two of the 
largest men in WCW: Vader, the former 
WCW World champion, checks in at 6'5", 
450 pounds; The Boss stands 6'6" and 
weighs 310 pounds. 

LAS VEGAS ODDS: Vader, 2-5 

HOW THE STARS SEE IT: Flair has 
watched both of these men from very close 
range. And he dearly hopes Vader-Boss is 
the last match on the card. 

“Otherwise, they’re going to have to 
build a new ring for my match with 
Steamboat!” Flair said. “I have a hard time 
with this match. My heart’s with The Boss, 
but my head’s with Vader. Vader’s one of 
the most intimidating men I’ve ever met, 
and he’d think nothing of seriously injuring 
any opponent if he had the chance. The 
Boss doesn’t have that kind of killer 
instinct. He’ll have a hard time winning 
this match.” 

Brian Pillman, the benefactor of one of 
The Boss’ earliest WCW actions against 
Col. Robert Parker, reluctantly agreed with 
Flair. 

“The Boss is a good man and IJ gen- 
uinely think he’s one of the most under- 
rated wrestlers in WCW, if not the most 


underrated,” Pillman said. “The thing is, 
Vader’s the former WCW World champion 
and it took a Herculean effort by Flair to 
beat him. I just don’t see how The Boss can 
win this one.” 

Guess who agreed? 

“The Boss is lucky if he gets out of that 
ring alive,” said Harley Race, Vader’s 
manager. “This is about more than winning 
and losing.” 

POLL RESULTS: Of the 20 WCW 
stars polled, 18 selected Vader and two 
selected The Boss. 


INTERNATIONAL 
HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION RICK 
RUDE VS. STING 


BACKGROUND: Sting is a three-time 
former WCW World champion. Rude is a 
former U.S. champion who won that title 
by beating Sting on December 19, 1991, in 
Savannah, Georgia, in a match marred by 
controversy. Sting was brutally attacked 
prior to the match and had to be taken by 
ambulance to a nearby hospital. It was later 
announced Sting would forfeit his title if he 
did not wrestle. Sting immediately jumped 
out of the hospital bed, rushed back to the 
arena, and lost to Rude, who grabbed his 
tights during the three-count. The ensuing 
feud between the two was as violent as any 
the sport has seen. At Clash of the 
Champions XXVI this past January, Sting 
and Ric Flair beat Rude and Vader when 
Sting piledrived Rude and delivered his 
“Stinger splash” for the pin. 

LAS VEGAS ODDS: Even. 

HOW THE STARS SEE IT: “Sting’s 
a dead man,” Vader growled, all too eager 
to voice his opinion. “Let Arsenio Hall and 
all those idiots who root for Sting say 
whatever they want. I’m the best wrestler 
in WCW, and Rude’s the second-best. 
Sting doesn’t stand a chance.” 

Not surprisingly, Vader voiced the 
minority opinion. Although several 
wrestlers like Rude in this match, none of 
them picked him in a landslide. 

“Rude’s got a lot more talent, but he’d 
better watch himself against Sting,” Paul 
Orndorff said. “Sting takes a lot of chances, 
and once in a while he gets lucky and lands 
one. If he does, it could be long night for 
Rude. Overall, though, it’s going to-take a 


Sting and Rick Rude have feuded for years. As a 
result, they know each other’s styles all too 
well—even to the point where Sting will use the 
“Rude awakening” on “Ravishing” Rick. 
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lucky break for Sting, because Rude has the 


NY-PER-V/ VIEW title and he has the advantage of being 
Ou ey Ric Flair picked Sting, but warned 


champion. That’s a big advantage. 
against overconfidence 

“Sting gets all hyped up before a 
match,” Flair said. “That’s good, but this 
time he might want to think about what 
he’s getting into and consider how he’s 
going to counter Rude’s weapons. I don’t 
like Rude personally, but I have a lot of 


I respect for him as a wrestler. He wrestles to 
- win and he’s got the tools.” 


Arn Anderson said Sting has his work 
cut out because the “Ravishing One” will 
do anything to protect the belt. And there’s 
another important factor. 

“Rude’s mad,” Anderson said. “He 
thinks he got shafted for the World title 
shot against Flair and he wants to show 
everyone what he’s made of. No doubt 
about it, that’s going to make him a very 
dangerous wrestler. Sting shouldn’t put too 
much weight on the way he pinned Rude at 
the Clash. That was a tag team match. This 
is completely different.” 

When asked to make a prediction, 
Anderson hesitated before saying: “I don’t 
make predictions.” 

POLL RESULTS: Of the 20 wrestlers 
polled (21, if you include the one who 
doesn’t make predictions), 13 picked Sting 
and seven picked Rude. 


WCW WORLD 
CHAMPION 

RIC FLAIR VS. 
RICK STEAMBOAT 


BACKGROUND: Flair and Steamboat 
were arch-rivals in 1989. Steamboat beat 
Flair for the WCW World title on February 
20, 1989, and Flair came back on May 7, 
1989, to dethrone Steamboat in what is 
widely acknowledged as one of the greatest 
bouts in the sport’s history. These men 
have battled dozens of times, and have 
fought to several 60- and 90-minute time- 
limit draws. The bottom line, though, is 
that Steamboat and Flair have enormous 
mutual respect for each other. 

LAS VEGAS ODDS: Flair, 4-5. 

HOW THE STARS SEE IT: “‘The 
Dragon’ has his work cut out for him,” 


Look for Rude to try and neutralize Sting’s energy and air attack at Spring Stampede by Sting said. “But so does Ric. We’re talking 
locking him in a rear chinlock for as long as possible. about two consummate pros, two of the 
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greatest scientific wrestlers in history, and 
it’s going to be a real battle, just like it was 
five years ago. 

“T don’t think either man has forgotten 
those matches. In fact, Ricky has told me a 
couple of times that those were the most 
enjoyable matches of his life. They were 
also the most challenging and physically 
exhausting. I’m kind of surprised Ric 
would take on such a challenge at this point 
in his career, but he’s not the kind of man 
who does things halfway. He’s the champ 
and he feels Ricky deserves this chance. 
I’m not going to pick a winner because | 
can see another time-limit draw hap- 
pening.” 

Dustin Rhodes called Flair-Steamboat 
“a war between two all-time greats that I 
wouldn’t miss for all the money in the 
world.” Rhodes was noncommittal. He 
called the match “a tossup. Somebody’s 
going to make one mistake—a minor 
mistake—and that'll be enough.” 

Brian Pillman said: “I’m looking 
forward to sitting back and just watching 
this one. I think any wrestler can learn 
something from watching Flair and 
Steamboat wrestle. The counterwrestling is 
going to be awesome! I think Flair will win 
because he always finds a way to come 
through in the big matches.” 

Not surprisingly, WCW’s corps of 
rulebreakers finds nothing special about 
Flair-Steamboat. Vader derisively called it 
“a battle of two wimps.” 

“Tf that’s the kind of wrestling people 
want, then I don’t give a damn,” Vader 
said. “Watching this match is gonna be like 
watching soccer, and I don’t watch soccer. 
Who cares who’s gonna win? Probably 
Flair because every official in WCW is on 
his side.” 

International World heavyweight 
champion Rick Rude cried foul. 

“I should be getting this match, not 
Steamboat,” Rude demanded. “What’s he 
done lately except tuck his kids in at night 
and kiss his little Bonnie on the cheek? If 
you ask me, Flair’s ducking me to get an 
easy match. Everybody thinks it’s so 
admirable that he gave a title match to a 
friend, but I don’t. He’s just chicken, and 
the chicken’s probably going to win.” 

POLL RESULTS: Of the 20 WCW 
stars polled, 12 selected Flair, five selected 
Steamboat, and three predicted a draw or 
double-disqualification. ¢ 


Ric Flair’s matches with Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat—like this one at Wrestle War 
'89—are acknowledged as all-time classics. Their Spring Stampede bout is sure to add to 
their legend! 


Five years ago, the “Nature Boy” was very willing to break the rules to score a pin. Today, 
he’s not as likely to do so in a match with Steamboat. What will it mean when the two 
meet again? We'll find out on April 17! 
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When WCW World champion Ric Flair made an appearance in Providence, 
Rhode Island, recently for the Special Olympics, he caught up with a pair of 
gentlemen who also make their living in the ring—the boxing ring. Here, 
the “Nature Boy” receives a pair of autographed gloves from former world 
heavyweight champion George Foreman (above) and shares some tips with 
world lightweight and world junior middleweight champion Vinny Pazienza 
(below). Is Flair considering a change of careers? You never know what's 
running through the “Nature Boy’s” mind! 


If you watch MTV (and who 
doesn’t?!), maybe you caught 
Sting on the network’s pop- 
ular game show, Lip Service. 
The “Stinger” served as a 
celebrity judge (above) along- 
side Parker Posey and rapper 
Father M.C., and also took a 
moment fo pose for WCW 
MaGazine with the show’s 
host, John Ales (right). 


What's this? Vader with pig-tails? 
Well—sort of! Actually, it’s a 


young WCW fan modeling the 
latest souvenir offering, a 
photographic face mask of the 
former World heavyweight 
champion. Almost has us fooled 
... almost! 
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“What can you possibly say about 
Sting? He’s an excellent wrestler, 
an excellent role model for all the 
kids, and he’s about the best friend 
I’ve ever had. He’s the kind of a 
guy you can count on to support 
you and help you no matter what 
kind of a jam you find yourself in, 
and there aren’t too many people 
you can say that about these days. 
In a sport where you always have to 
worry about being betrayed, you 
never have to worry about Sting.” 

—Dustin Rhodes 


62 JUNE 1994 ® WCW MAGAZINE 


“Sting is as despicable a fan- 
pandering punk as there is in this 
sport, and he ought to beware 
because Vader and I haven’t 
forgotten about him. As soon as 
we're through dealing with Ric 
Flair and The Boss, rest assured 
that we will get back to dealing 
with Sting. Yes, Vader crippled 
Sting once, and he’ll be happy to 
do so again—for pleasure, in fact. 
He’ll be happy to smack that 
makeup off his ugly mug forever 
with a few well-placed punches!” 

—AHarley Race 


“Let me tell you, brother, I was 
there when Sting’s career began in 
earnest, back at Clash of the 
Champions I, where he surprised me 
and the whole wrestling world by 
taking the ‘Nature Boy’ to a 45- 
minute draw. And the most amazing 
thing about the ‘Stinger’ is that he 
has been able to realize much of the 
potential he displayed a few years 
back. He doesn’t have as many titles 
as yours truly, but there are more in 
his future, I’m sure.” 

—Ric Flair 
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APRIL ACCOLADES 


I really enjoyed reading the 
special section on Ric Flair in the 
April 1994 issue of WCW MAGAZINE. 
It was great! Flair’s victory over 
Vader at Starrcade proves that he is 
still the best in the sport today. No 
one gave Ric a chance against Vader, 
but I knew he wasn’t ready to retire. 
Ric Flair is still The Man! 

@ BRUCE D. GRAY 
Orlando, Florida 


“Stylin’ And Profilin’ Collector’s 
Edition” indeed! I had to buy two 
copies of your April issue: one to 
read, and one to keep in my collection 
in mint condition. 

I have to commend WCW on 
being extremely thorough with the 
career retrospective on Ric Flair. The 
timeline of his career, the reign-by- 
reign breakdown of his 11 world 


championships, the photography —all » 


of it added up to a package that no fan 
of the “Nature Boy” should be 
without. 

The most amazing thing in the 
entire issue, though, was the statistic 
on page 65, showing that Flair spent 
nearly 70 percent of the entire decade 
of the *80s as a world champion. 
That, as much as any argument about 
skills or opponents, tells the tale of 
how the “Nature Boy” has personified 
the sport. 

@ JACK MOLINARI 
Dallas, Texas 


I enjoyed your pay-per-view 
preview of SuperBrawl IV, which I 


went back and read again after the 
event was over. 

In the preview, Vader said: 
“Flair’s lucky if he gets out of the 
ring alive.” And Flair said: “He won’t 
beat me because he can’t beat me.” 

Well, I still think Vader can beat 
Flair, but I don’t think we learned 
much about the issue at SuperBrawl. 
Neither man could have anticipated 
the effect that The Boss would have 
on the match. 

I still think Flair and Vader have 
some awesome matches left in them. I 
hope to see them do battle again 
before the year is out. 

@ KEVIN WILSON 
Santa Monica, California 


LORD STEVEN? 
EXCUSE US, BUT... 

I am writing to tell you what I 
think of WCW’s wrestlers. 

Claims have been made by Steve 
Regal that he is related to William the 
Conqueror. This is total rubbish! 
William the conqueror was a Nor- 
man, Normandy is in France, so 
Regal cannot call himself English if 
he is related to a Frenchman! 

Rick Rude: scum. A prudish being 
who garbles on about how supposedly 
good he is. He is so pathetic. He says 
he has strong arms, but I could beat 
him without even trying. 

Now, for some of the many good 
points: 

I think Johnny B. Badd is great, 
and WCW would be dull without 
him. He’s soooooo pretty! 

Maxx Payne has an interesting 


way of thinking—and an even more 
interesting haircut. 
Sting. One word: brilliant. He is a 
great athlete, and I love his face paint. 
@ BERNADETTE ROBINSON 
Tividale, West Midlands, England 


Sting is a role model for many reasons— 
including the fact that he’s so clean, writes 


Peggy Worth. 


ONE MORE REASON 
TO LOVE STING 


One brief comment about the 
“Stinger”: He is the cleanest, most 
immaculate wrestler I’ve ever seen. 
In 15 years, I’ve never seen a 
wrestler take more pride in his 
appearance. Even his boots are never 
soiled, his body even shines—and not 
from oil. All should be so clean in all 
they do. 

@ PEGGY H. WORTH 
New York, New York 


INSANE—OR 
BRILLIANT? 


At first glance it is human nature 
to see merely the bizarreness of 
Cactus Jack and Maxx Payne and 
label them as “freaks.” But then those 
same people who are quick to label 
others unjustly look away and com- 
pletely miss the cognitive modus 
operandi that lays just beyond, 
enshrouded in cryptic shadows. 

Like Maxx himself said in the 
February 1994 issue, “Look once, 


Cactus Jack and Maxx Payne may seem bizarre, but reader Lori Zonarich would like us to try 
and find the genius beneath the strangeness. 


look twice, then look again. Things 
aren’t always what they may seem.” 
Just as appearances can be deceiving, 
so can labels. After all, who are we 
to say who is insane, and who is 
truly brilliant? 
@ LORI ZONARICH 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


WCW'S X-MEN! 

First of all, I would like to 
give a heartfelt welcome and con- 
gratulations to the newly crowned 
commissioner of WCW, Nick 
Bockwinkel. And I sincerely hope 
that through his leadership, he can 
bring about a change in WCW and 
see that all rules and regulations are 
followed correctly, and all rulebreakers 
are punished accordingly. 

You know, sometimes I wish there 
were more wrestlers who really cared 
about rules and regulations. You 
know, clean, wholesome wrestlers 
who believe in integrity, honesty, and 
morality, wrestlers who are willing to 
take a stand for what they believe in, 
no matter what the fans may feel, 
think, or say. 

I have found such qualities in 
wrestlers like Sting, Dustin Rhodes, 2 
Cold Scorpio, Marcus Bagwell, Ric 
Flair, Ricky Steamboat, Arn Ander- 
son, The Shockmaster, and The Boss. 
These guys remind me of the X-Men! 
I guess it’s because they protect and 
uphold WCW’s laws. 


The only difference between the 
X-Men and these particular tough 
guys is that the X-Men are fictional 
characters created for kids and the 
wrestlers are real, positive role 
models for today’s youth—and 
society as well! 

To the good guys: Good luck, and 
keep up the good work. And to the 
bad guys: Get your acts together—or 
be prepared to face the consequences! 

@ DOLORES K. SMITH 
Bayshore, New York 


Dolores K. Smith welcomes Nick Bock- 
winkel to WCW, and hopes that as 
commissioner, he'll do plenty to keep rule- 


breakers in their place. 
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“| said jelly donuts, not glazed!” 
That's what “Nature Boy” Ric 
Flair might be saying as he puts 
the squeeze on the fellow who 
serves as commercial spokesman 
(“Time to make the donuts!”) for 
the Dunkin Donuts chain. Maybe 
it would be more gastronomically 
appropriate if, instead of posing 
with Flair, this guy was seen with 
The Assassin! 


DON'T GET STUNG! 


DON’T MISS AN ISSUE! 


Sting knows that subscribers to WCW MAGAZINE 
will never get stung by missing an issue! Because each 
power-packed edition is delivered directly to your 
door, keeping you as informed as can be on all the up- 
to-the-minute inside information as only the official 
publication of World Championship Wrestling can 
bring it to you! 


SUBSCRIBE! 


® A six-month 
subscription brings a 
por tela 
of pulse-pounding 
power and action to 
your door for 

just $17.70! 


® Order a one-year 
subscription and 
receive two free 
issuesthat’s 14 
months.of.mayhem 
for only $35.40— 

a savings of 17% off 
the regular 
subscription price! 


Subscribe for two 
years and get six free 
issues that’s 30 
monthly issues in all 
for just $70.80—a full 
25% savings off 

the regular 
subscription price! 


PLUS: THE PRICE OF 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
INCLUDES WCW 
MAGAZINE’S 
SENSATIONAL 
QUARTERLY SPECIAL 
ISSUES! THEY’RE 
COLLECTOR’S ITEMS 
THAT YOU WON’T 
WANT TO MISS! 
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